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SE VE N'TH ee eee ab 


SECOND SESSION, 
Governor-General. 


His Excellency the Right Honorable Sir RoNALD CRAUFURD MUNRO FERGUSON, a Member of 
His Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Dis 
tinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint ‘George, and Commander-in-Chief in and 
over the Commonwealth of Australia. 


Australian fAationat War Government. 
(From 17th February, 1917, to 8th January, 1918.) : 


Prime Minister and Attorney-General «. The Right Honcrable William Morris Hughes, P.O. 
Minister for the Navy ... nee eee Right Honorable Joseph Cook, P.C. 
‘Treasurer aes A ee. Lhe Right Honorable Sir Jobn Forrest, Os G.C.M.G. 


Minister for Defence ee The Honorable George Foster Pearce. 
Vice-President of the Executive Council ... The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 

Succeeded by 

The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (16th November, 1917). 

Minister for Repatriation eee «. The Honorable Edward Davis Millen (trom 28th September, ate? 
Minister for Works and Railways .«.. The Honorable William Atexander Watt. 
Minister for Hume and Territories .. The Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.C. 
Minister for Trade and Customs ... -«. The Honorable Jens August Jensen. 
Postmaster-General => ees e. Lhe Honorable William Webster. 
Honorary Minister oe vee ee The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. . 
Honorary Minister eee Bee eee The Honorable Edward John Russell. 








THustralian ational War Government. 


om 10th January, 1918.) 


Prime Minister and Attorney-General The Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, P02 eb C3 
Minister fur the aah aoe AOE coat ene Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.C., G.O.M.G. 
Treasurer eee ae The Right Honorable Lord Forrest, P.C., G.C MG. 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable William Alexander Wait (27th March, 1918). 
Minister for Defence Oph «- The Honorable George Foster Pearce. 
Minister for Repatriation -- The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 
Minister for Works and Railways. The Honorable William Alexander Watt. 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (27th March. 1918). 
Minister for Home and Territories - ‘’he Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.C. 
Minister for Trade and Customs ... « The Honorable Jens August Jensen.t 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable William Alexander Watt (13th December, 1918.) 
Succeeded oy 
The Honorable Walter Massey Green “a7th January, 1919.) 
Postmaster-Gensral ee The Honorable William Webster. 
Vice-President of the Executive Council .. The Honorable Littleton Ernest- Groom. 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable Edward John Russell (27th March, 1918). 
Honorary Minister ove ee The Honorable Edward John Russell. 


(Appointed Vice-President of the Executive Council, 27th March, 
1918). 

The Honorable Alexander Poynton.* 

The Honorable George Henry Wise.* 

The Honorable Walter Massey Greene.* 
(Appointed Minister for Trade and Customs, 

19193) = 
Honorary Minister The Honorable Richard Beaumont Orchard.* 


*Appointed 26th March, 1918. ike Removed from office, 183th December, 1918.——** Resigned from office, 31st January, 1919 


Honorary Minister 
Honorary Minister 
Honorary Minister 
17th January, 





Senators. 
President—Senator the Honorable Thomas Givens. 

Chairman of Committees—Senator John Wallace Shannon. 
1Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) Lynch, Hon. Patrick Joseph (W.A.) 
Barker, Stephen (V.) Maughan, William John Ryott (Q.) 
Barnes, John (V.) 1Mc Dougall, Allan (N.S.W.) 
Bolton, Lieut.-Col. William Kinsey (V.) Millen, Hon. Edward.Davis (N.S.W.) 
Buzacott, Richard (W.A.) Mulcahy, Hon. Edward (T.) 
Crawford, Thomas William (Q.) Needham, Edward (W.A.) 
De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A.) 1Newland, John (8.A.) 
Earle, Hon. John (T.) O’Keefe, Hon. David John (T ) 
Fairbairn, George (V.) O’Loghlin, Lieut.-Col. Hon. James Vincent, 
Ferricks, Myles Aloysius (Q.) V.D. (S.A.) 
Foll, Hattil Spencer (Q.) Pearce, Hon. George Foster (W.A.) 
Gardiner. Hon. Albert (N.S.W.) Plain, William (V.) 
Givens, Hon. Thomas (Q.) Pratten, Herbert Edward (N.S W.) 
Grant, John (N.S.W.) Reid, Matthew (Q.) 
Guthrie, Robert Storrie (S.A.) Rowell, Col. James, C.B. (S.A.) 
Guy, James (T.) Russell, Hon. Edward John (V.) 
Henderson, George (W.A.) Senior, William (S.A.) 
Keating, Hon. John Henry (T.) Shannon, John Wallace (S.A.) 

*1Long, Hon. James Joseph (T.) Thomas, Hon. Josiah (N.S.W.) 


1 Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 12th July, 1917. * Resignation reported, 20th December, 1918 
t Appointed by State Parliament 15th January, 1919.——Sworn!26th June, 1919.. 
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phies sat for several hours _yester- 


yhich the diteihation 
The as is to have a cite dae 


ibuted by the State Governments? 
GLYNN. —The 


ure their assistance in Sorel 
sh locally-formed Committees | the 
ales that ueht rightly to go to each 


. Paon—The 






Sta = Governments 


ME é GLYNN. —They ‘cannot rigs ig- 
ed. We should secure their co-opera- 
tho. gaan hee. ce . 


CHARLTON —wWill the Minister | 


to deal with the distribution of~ 


ie th pe 


a —Will the ee be 


State Govern- ; 








Mr. Oder FER will soting tie: 
ates to the State eee reek ignore 
the country districts.” 


Mr. GLYNN.—In due egarae, lie prin- 


-eiples upon which the distribution is to 


be made will be published. Allocations 
will be made to: the States on certain de- 
fined principles, and we shall ask their 


- Co-operation so as to make sure that 


towns and districts entitled to receive 
trophies will not be overlooked. . The 
matter will not be left entirely in’ the 
hands of the States. 


Mr. GREGORY.—Will the Minister 


-for Home and Territories take steps to 


secure. the -representation of all the 
States on the Committee dealing with the 
allocation of war trophies? 


Mr. GLYNN.—The Committee was 
not formed upon the basis of the repre- 
sentation of all the States. Invitationg 
were sent to gentlemen with special 
qualifications resident in other States 
to join the Committee, but they could 
not all do so, since it would be impos-. 
sible for them to come over here on every 
occasion that the Committee meets. The 
members of the Committee do» not come 


only from Victoria; but every State has 
not been asked to send a representative. 


Mr. . FLEMING—In -view of tha 


“many requests received by honorable. 
. menibers. from various 
“anxious to. secure war trophies, will the 
Minister for Home and Territories in- 


country towns 


form the House what method of alloca- 


. tion is to be adopted, and how we shall be 


able to acquire captured guns and other 
war trophies for the towns which sent the 
greatest number of troops to the Front? 


Mr. GLYNN.—Some hundreds of re- 
quests for trophies have been received 
from towns in various parts of Aus- 
tralia. These have been recorded, and 
will be considered in making the appor- 
tionment. We shall ask each State Go- 
vernment to assist-in making the alloea- 


tions within their own boundaries. <A 


general.scheme is now being drawn up. 
As I have already stated, the Committee 
devoted three or four hours to the ‘work © 
yesterday, and will resume its - sittings . 


cee ert Tues aoe ok scope S oe to be in a. 
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position to tell the House exactly what 
the scheme is. ‘The fact that the Com- 
monwealth is primarily concerned in the 
matter will be borne in mind. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—Will the Min- 
ister for Home and Territories state 
whether the allocation of war trophies 
will be made on the basis of the number 
of soldiers who went from each electorate 
according to their voting strength as 
shown at the last general election ? 


Mr.. GLYNN.—I cannot ‘promise that. 
Our chief concern must be the good work 
_ done by the men. If certain guns were 
captured by units coming from a par- 
ticular State that fact must be considered 
in making the allocation. 


Mr. KELLY.—With the object of in- 
suring a just distribution of the war 
trophies over and above those required 
for the Central War Museum, will the 
Minister for Home and Territories ask 
for the appointment of a Committee of 
this House to assist him, having regard 
to the fact that the Defence Department 
is the only authority in Australia that 
knows where the troops making these 
- eaptures were raised, and that members of 
. this House are thoroughly qualified to 
consider the question of the proper dis- 
tribution of such trophies. 


Mr. GLYNN.—I shall take the hon- 
orable member’s suggestion into 
sideration. I should be pleased to have 
the help of honorable members, but it 
may not be necessary to seek it. The 
matter at present is being dealt with by 
a Committee, among the members of 
which are three Ministers of the Crown 
and General White. I hope also to have 
the assistance of Captain Bean as a mem- 
ber of that Committee. Other represen- 
tatives may be appointed, but the expert 
knowledge required in making the dis- 
tribution can readily be obtained from 
those who have been at the Front. 

- Mr, Burcnert.—Why not have one re- 
presentative from each State on the Com- 
mittee? 

Mr. GLYNN.—I Ces not think that is 
absolutely necessary, but I shall con- 
sider the suggestion. 


. Distribution of [REPRESENTATIVES. ] 
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the extension of telephone and other faci- 
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APPOINTMENTS TO POST-WAR Ss 
ARMY. a : ae 


Mr. KELLY.—With rétonane ioe an ex 
apparently inspired statement published Dy 
yesterday that the three principal posi- 
tions in the post-war army of Australia ae 
were to be given to certain gentlemen, will 
the Assistant Minister for Defence give - a 
the House an assurance that the principal ~~ 
positions in our post-war army will be — 4 
offered to the officers who have given the 
best service to Australia at the war, irre 


spective of whether or not they were pre- re, 


viously members of the permanent stat? e 
Mr. WISE.—1I do not think there need sae 


be any hesitation in giving that assur- MS, 
ance, co 


TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS, 


Mr. FLEMING.—Can the Postnneee a 
General say when the telephone exten- 
sions and other works already approved 
by his Department, but now being held 
up for want of funds, are ike to be Os ; : 4 
ceeded with? ay 

Mr. WEBSTER—1I have already 
stated that the necessary material is being — 
procured as quickly as possible. When 
that material is available there will be no 
delay in proceeding with the works. ors 

Mr. LIVINGSTON.—In view of the 
importance of developing our rural dis- 
tricts, I should like to have from the 
Postmaster-General a statement as to the 
policy of his Department with regard to 


Ve ey 


lities in such districts. 


Mr. WEBSTER.—The policy of “the 
Postmaster-General depends ae ; th 
liberality of the Treasurer. ag 


Mr. LIVINGSTON.—wWill the: | I 
ister in charge of the House bring und 
the*notice of the Treasurer at the-earli 
opportunity thé Postmaster-Genera 
reply to my request for the extension’ 
telephone and other face in. toa 
districts ? 


Mr. GROOM.—I will. As a ae 
fact, the Treasurer and the Postmaste 
General are heartily co-operating to : 
everything possible in the interests — 
Australia as a whole, ‘ 




















UNITED STATES. 


| WEST.—Will the Minister in 
rge of the Government state whether 


Peeaton ae ie Fieise: His 
; as to the possible return of a 
x Government, however, is so un- 
ble that I need not make any fur- 
“al ply to his inquiry. 


-SEAMEN’S STRIKE. 


SAMPSON.—Is the Minister in 
| of the House in a pean to make 


a Rear to thi seamen’s fapate 
oe he authority of the Government 
2 on p lews. of the country for the pro- 


recent to the Sepa 


fithe Government. 

-ROOM.—The honorable member 
ady seen the announcement of 
de by us. Last evening commu- 
ns were received indicating the atti- 
ken up by the seamen in the several 
eof the will receive the immediate 


4 _ RILEY. —_Wwill the Reimetse for 
» and Territories state what steps, 1f 
ave been taken to secure building 











| REPRESENTATIVE IN THE 


. M. Sheldon, of Dalton & Company, 
« eae Sydney, has been BR to 


, to the States. 





Paks 


Mr. ‘GLYNN _—Competitive “designs 
were invited, but when the war broke out 
the competition was postponed. I hope 
that it will soon be re-opened. A general 
statement as to.the policy of the Govern- 
ment in regard to the. continuation of 
construction works at the Federal Capital 
will be made in due course. 


UNIFORM STATE AND FEDERAL 
ROLLS. 


Mr. SAMPSON.—Will the Me fox 
Home and Territories state what pro- 


gress has been made towards securing, in 


the interests of economy, uniform rolls of 


State and Federal electors. : | 
Mr. GLYNN.—Not quite as much as . 


one would wish; but I hope that some of 
the States will join in the. principle of 


uniformity determined by the electoral — 


measure which was passed by the Federal 
Parliament. All the States have been 
communicated with. I think the Vic- 
torian Government intend to introduce a 
Bull for the adoption of the principle. 


Mr. McoWrritams.—There has_ been 
such a principle operating in Tasmania 
for nearly ten years. . 


Mr. GLYNN.—Yes, and it is working 
splendidly. , I have had a rough estimate 
made respecting economies which should 
be possible by bringing about uniformity, 
and it is considered that the saving would 
amount to about £45,000 a year, the 
greater part of which would be a saving 


, 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. 


CANTEEN :FUNDS: 


iry: Imprisonment in. Lone Bay 
GAOL: PRESERVATION oF ELECTORAL 
_ ENROLMENTS. 


tors gn 


Mr. BURCHELL.—Will the Assistan’ 
‘Minister for” Defence have prepared a 


statement showing the manner and 
method of the distr.bution of the Canteen 

, Reg.mental Trust Funds of the Aus- 
tralian Imperial Force, and then make, 
to this House, an announcement covering 
its operations ? 


Mr. WISE.—Yes. 
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War Servick GRATU- 
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Mr. BURCHELL asked the Acting 
Minister for Defence, wpon notice— 


Whether the Government intend to make a 
cash payment to members of the Australian 
Imperial Force as a war service gratuity on 
similar lines to the cash gratuities paid to 
Imperial and Canadian troops? 


Mr. GROOM.—The whole question 4s 
at present under consideration. 

Mr. MAHONY asked the Assistant 
Minister for Defence, upon nolice— 


1. Were any members of the Australian Im- 
perial Force convicted of military offences im- 
prisoned in Long Bay Gaol, Sydney? 

2. Is not Long Bay Gaol a State criminal 
gaol? 

3. Did any such military offenders; while in 
Long Bay Gaol, have to wear the same clothing 
as convicts? 


Mr. WISE.—The answers to the hon- 
orable member’s questions are as fol- 
lows :— 


1. Yes, but it has been the practice only to_ 
commit to Long Bay Gaol military prisoners 
convicted of military offences who have served 
sentences of imprisonment awarded by civil 
courts before enlistment, or on commitment to 
military detention barracks have behaved in 
such a manner as to endanger the discipline of 
other military prisoners there. 

2. It is a State gaol. 

3. It is presumed that they were dealt with 
in regard to clothing in the same manner as 
other prisoners under sentence in this gaol. 


Mr. FINLAYSON asked the Minister 
for Home and Territories, wpon notice— 


1. Whether the names of any soldiers, nurses, 
war workers, or others engaged on service 
during the war, were removed from the Com- 
~monwealth electoral rolls? 

2. If so, how many names were so deleted? 
-.3.,For what reasons under the Electoral Act 
_ was action taken in this direction? 

4. What special provisions are being made, if 
any, to secure that all persons who have been, 
and are, engaged on war service shall have 
their names enrolled and kept on the rolls? 


Mr. GLYNN.—tThe answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
lows :-— 

1. Members of the Forces, who enlisted for 
service abroad, are treated as temporarily ab- 
sent, and their enrolment is preserved to the 
fullest practicable extent. : 

2 and 3. See 1. 


i-may say that we have no notice of any| 


cases at all. Of course, there may be some 
of which we are not aware. 


4, Since the commencement of the war lists 
have been obtained from the Defence Depart- 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Imperial, Force. 


* 









ment and furnished to the Divisional Return- 
ing Officers throughout the Commonws 
with instructions to identify the names on the — 
rolls and so avoid the lodging of abjoctioae: 
On their return to Australia all members of — 
the Forces, whether enrolled or not, are indi-- rere 
vidually communicated with through the De-  — 
fence authorities and advised as to the action 
to be taken in order to secure enrolment {if 
not enrolled) or the adjustment of their exist- — 

ing enrolment (if they change their places of | 
iving). 


me 


AUSTRALIAN NAVY. 
Cost or SercE ron UNIFORMS. 


Mr. MAHONY asked the Acting Min. 
ister for the Navy, wpom notice— ~*~ a 
Why are the Jack tars in the ships of the a 
Australian Navy charged for serge, used to. ite 
make their clothes, double the price which was 
charged for the same material prior to the ~ 
return of such war ships from active service? — ae Sf 


Mr. POYNTON.—The answer to the « 
honorable member’s question is as’ fo 
lows :— 


The issuing price of serge during 1914 was 
4s. 6d. per yard, during 1915, 5s. 8d. per yard,” : 
and at present is 7s. 5d. per yard ae 

The serge supplied during 1914 was obtained > 
from England, having been purchased under — cen 
Admiralty contracts. RI 

The serge issued at the present time is - 
locally manufactured, being obtained from the = 
Commonwealth Woollen Mills, and therefore 
the issuing price must be higher as the rics 22 ek 
has cost more. ne 


DEFENCE FORCES. = oe 
Homn Service APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr. ARCHIBALD asked the exetual eae 
Minister for Defence, upon notite— ~— 

If it is the intention of the Government to. 
allow area and other officers engaged in mili- 
tary training during the war, and who volun-' i 
teered for active service and were refused on | 
the ground that their services could nob ‘be = She 
spared, to sit for examination for “Pe rae. 










for home service? 


Mr. WISE.—The answer to the 10n.0r- 
able member’s question is as follows:—_ 
At the commencement of the war certain 
area and other officers were debarred from pro 
ceeding on active service, but in 1917 and 1918 
this embargo was lifted, and it was possible he! 
for any of the officers concerned, who were of 
military age and medically fit, to enlist and sy 










proceed on “active service. ae 

It was not possible to allow them to. prow 

ceed abroad in 1917 and 1918.-with the rank ~~ 

they held .in Australia, and for that rea reason | put 

many did not go, though they offered to go he 

with their existing rank. . 9 es 
oe AED 

































4 azzation nof Stock-ouners. : 





ae was psnossibis for them to sink their CK“ 


epartment. 

It is not known what examination for ap- 
pointments for home service is referred to, but 
in he case of area officers and appointments 
to the Instructional Staff, preference is given 
returned officers and soldiers in accordance 
ith the Government policy. If sufficient cap- 
ble returned officers or soldiers do not offer 
“examination then the next to receive pre- 
ference will be those who were debarred from 
sroceeding abroad in the early part of the war. 
Eligibility for appointment to commissioned 
nk in the Citizen Forces is governed by 
tion 11a of the Defence Act. 


AUSTRALIAN PRESS AND 
RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT. 


ie it a fact that the Australian press, par- 
ularly- that of Melbourne, is belittling all 


ink that this course is making for the 
etion of responsible government, and does 
ot think that the press might be warned 
e result of its attitude, which, it is alleged, 


ined by the press in all other countries 
: nie government is established ? 


‘GROOM. mrt is a matter of 


Boies but do not: think any Bad 


the Treasurer, upon 


pee ok: 7a view of the fact that about 50 per cent. 
of the graziers in the Western and Northern 
: ries of New South Wales, as well as in 
' s of the Commonwealth, have lost 
ough drought up to 50 per cent. of their 
stock and have completely exhausted their 
financial resources in artificial feeding, does 
e think it a wise policy to harass the stock- 
wners by punitive taxation? 
2. What steps have been taken to prevent a 
fional calamity by pursuing a policy of taxa- 
a gethont discrimination? 


ae) ers are harassed by punitive taxation. 
7 “Ahan is made in the Land Tax, Income 


ne given in cases of erga 
‘See answer to No. 1, 


TA eee: 1919. 1 War ‘Seiioe Howes ae. 


ind enlist, though this was not pressed by the 


3 result from adopting the course he 
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PASSENGER | TRAN SPORT FROM 
EUROPE. , 


Mr. FINEAYSON asked the Acting 
Prime Minister, upon notice— 

Whether it is not possible to so control book 
ing of passengers: for transportation to Aus- 
tralia from Europe that citizens of the Com- 
monwealth who, in many cases, are stranded 
in Europe through the collapse of shipping 
facilities, may be. given preference in booking 
passages? 


‘Mr. GROOM.—Passenger steamers 
proceeding from the United Kingdom to 


_ Australia are not under Commonwealth 


Government control. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES ACT. 


ArritupE or TIMBER AND Bariox 
ComBINES. 


Mr. RILEY asked the Minister repre- 

senting the Minister for Repatriation, 
upon nolice— 
_I, Is it a fact that Colonel Walker, War 
Service Homes Commissioner, is confronted 
with an antagonistic attitude on the part of 
the Timber and Brick Combines in the differ- 
ent States? 

2. If so, will the Government take steps to 
overcome the opposition of those Combines, 
with a view of soldiers being able to have 
cheaper homes under fair competition? 


Mr. POYNTON.—The Commissioner 


supplies the following information :— 

1. No. 

2. See No. 1. In arranging for the puply 
of materials in bulk, the Commissioner’s efforts 
are directed towards giving applicants for 


homes the very best at the lowest possible price. 


CONSTRUCTION OF WHEAT 
SILOS. 


Mr. RILEY asked the Treasurer, upon 


notice— 

‘1,,What amount of money has been paid to 
the State Governments for the erection and 
completion of silos? 

2. What progress in such works has been 
made in each State? 

Mr. POYNTON.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 

1. No amount has been paid direct to State 
Governments, but expenditure has been in- 
eurred on their behalf in the purchase of iron 


to the following extent:— 
New South Wales ~ o 0 MELO COL: one 
3,789 2 7 


_Vietoria .. ee 
£20,560 5 12 










































ay 
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2. In New South Wales, the silos have been 
completed at the following stations:— 


_ Gilgandra . 1 Reefton-.. be 
» Eumungerie 2 The Rock | 6 
Narromine 1 Milbrulong 4 
- Geurei 4 Lockhart 6 
Wellington — ~ 6 Boree Creek 6 
Molong .. 4 Culivel 1 
Manildra 3 Urana 1 
~ Parkes 5 Oaklands 6 
Forbes 6 Henty 6 
Bogan Gate 3 Culcairn 3 
Trundle .. 4 Walla Walla 4 
Temora .. . 10 Burrumbuttock 3 
,Combaning 1 Brocklesby 4 
Stockinbingal 2 Balldale 5 
Ariah Park 6 Hopefield 6 


The contracts include erection of silos at the 
following stations, and work is at various 
stages of progress at most of them:— 


Yeronge Creek 1 Barellan 6 
Harefield 1 Barmedman 6 
Old Junee 6 Yiddah a 
Marah 6 Wyalong iyi! 
Coolamon 6 Calleen 4 
Brushwood 2 Bolygamy 4 
Ganmain ois Av Mi bvebe si: 2 
Molong .. eyo o. DIibaree 2 
Grong Grong 5 Caragabal 2 
Narrandera 1 Grenfell .. . 6 
Berrigan 6 Greenthorpe 2 
Finley .. 6 Cowra 2 
Mirrool .. 5 Wattamondara 1 
Beckom .. 5 Boorowa 3 
Ardlethan 5 Cootamundra 1 
Kamarah ,. 5 Canowindra 5) 
-Moombooldool .. 5 


At the terminal elevator, Glebe Island, Syd- : 


ney, where 143 silos are to be built, the work 
is well advanced. In a week’s'time, the bin 
walls of forty-five of these silos will be com- 
pleted to the full height of 108 feet. 
VICTORIA. 
In Victoria, plans and specifications are ready 
for inviting tenders for the construction of 


pecainal elevators at Williamstown and Gee- 
long. 


In the other States, no progress has yet been 
. made. ; 


EXPORTATION OF LEATHER. 
Mr. RILEY asked the Minister for 


Trade and Customs, upon notice— 


1. Will he say whether it is a fact that as 
“much leather as it is possible to export is 
being exported, with the result that an in- 
crease in the price of local leather will ulti- 
mately mean an increase in the price of foot- 
wear? _ 

2. If so, will he take steps to protect the 
local manufacturer and the general public 
from this form of exploitation? 


Mr. GROOM (for Mr. Greenz).— 
Figures relating to the recent export of 
leather are being obtained. The position 





 Exportation [REPRESENTATIVES.] of Le 


cos. 


a tee io 


is that no leather is permitte 
ported unless the Commonwealth 
expert certifies to the Collector of — 
toms in the State concerned that 
leather which it is desired to export®™ 
been offered at current rates to, e 
clined by, local manufacturers who 
the class of leather concerned. 


INCOME TAX DEDUOTION 
Mr. BAYLEY asked the Tres 
_upon notiee— Lee 

1. Whether there is any provision 
a married man with dependants, oth 
children under the age of sixteen years 
secure a reduction from the taxable ami 
of his income equal to the amount contrib 
to the support of such dependant — 
pendants? BOC a 

2. If not, will he give consideration ~ 
making of such provision? . mu i 

Mr. POYNTON.—The answers to 
honorable member’s questions are as : 
low :— ; 5 ie 

1. No. ; are. 

2. Consideration was given to this 
when the last Income Tax Assessme 


was before Parliament. Further co 
tion will, however, be given to the mai 


¥V 


“MORATORIUM BILL, 
Srconp. REApING. ‘ 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Down 
ister for Works and Railways and 
Attorney-General) [11.25].—I m 
_ That this Bill be now read a secon 
_ When I moved for leave to intr 
this measure I gave a general outli 
its purport and effect. Its obj 
embody in the form of a law, and te 
the force of law to, the existing 
tions operating with respect 
general. moratorium and the ac 
vice moratorium. ‘ 
two moratorium War Precautions 
lations. One deals with the gener 
ject of mortgagor and mortgagee, 
operated in order to postpone th 
in of general mortgages which 
within the terms of the regulation. 
other has given protection to me 
the Australian Imperial Force and 
dependants in connexion with m 
It has afforded protection in the 
of issue of distress warrants unde: 





Baa? a 

















no 


s. These ‘regulations purport ito 
erate for a period which might extend 
i seyond the operation of the War Pre- 
autions einen that ‘Statute Lee been 


in to accord protection up to. the dates 
ae The Bill 2 ts pornos’ more 


torium Oe the infention’ to make 
ch a So eee was announced in Par- 


Pi seldtions framed in November 
When those regulations 
the mortgages to which 


Peimaticn had to be made to the 
+, whereupon it had power to decide 
er or not the mortgagee possessed 
onable claim to call the mortgage 
That measure was obviously in- 
to be of a temporary character, and 
ras | framed in the public interest in 
| to prevent undue distress. pe 


oans. When hostilities -ceased, in 
amber last, it became necessary, see- 
at the war was practically over, Ane 


date it 
trouble 


might cause 
and — hardship. 


e; that is to say, fia regulation ex- 
ds the pointer of the mortgages, and 


ourt In foaneot of Seuanicns and, fur- 
ier, in regard to preventing increases of - 


in ae by leave of the Coir 


therefore, a Acie was issued 





in one column 


sum secured by a mortgage to which 
these regulations apply is due for repay- 
ment, and in another column the pre- 
scribed month for repayment. Those due 
before the Ist January, 1915, were given 
to’; August, 1919. 01.8 “corresponding 
date; that is to say, if a 1 morigage fell 
due on the 10th January> 1915, it was 
extended to 10th August, 1919. oy 
Mr. McWirrrams.—Have you any idea 
as to the amount that could be called up? 
Mr. 


it was estimated that nearly £100,000,000 
was affected. 

Mr. MeWitt1ams,—Multiply that by 
five. 

Mr. GROOM.—I cannot think that he 
honorable member is right. The Trea- 
sury officials, who have a fairly good idea 
of the position, went into the matter very 
carefully, and the estimate I have men- 
tioned is theirs. The sliding scale set out 
in regulation 13 goes on to deal with mort- 
gages due during subsequent periods. ‘The 
last period covered is that between 1st 


July, 1919, and the date of the termina- 


tion of the war, as declared by proclama- 
tion, both dates inclusive. Mortgages due 
between these dates are extended until the 
month of June, 1920. Honorable mem- 
bers will see that, according to Part II. 


of the Bill dealing with the general mora- 


torium, the regulations are to continue 
in. foree until the “prescribed date,” 
which is ascertained in the manner [ 
have just mentioned. It was realized, 
however, that in the calling up of some 


of the mortgages thére might be indi-— 


vidual cases of hardship, and to meet 
these, regulation 14, as set forth in. me 
schedule, provides— 


Notwithstanding anything contained in the 
last preceding regulation, the Court may, upon 
the application of the ‘mortgagor, made not 
less than one month before the prescribed date 
for repayment, make an order on such terms ~ 
and conditions (if any) as the Court thinks 
fit, extending the date for repayment for a 


“period not more than twelve months after the 


prescribed date of repayment, and may fix the 
intervals of time and rate at which interest is 
payable during such extended period. 
Lt.-Colonel Assorr.—tIs that not pro- 
viding a. rather expensive procedure in 


ne period within which, | 
apart from the regulations, the principal. 


GROOM.—I think that when the: 
regulations were brought into operation 
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the case of a man very much embarrassed, — 


when probably the sum involved is com- 
paratively small? = 

Mr. GROOM.—The 
vided is not expensive. 

Dr. Matonzy.—Which Court is the 
tribunal ? 

Mr. GROOM.—‘' The Court’’ means 
the High Court, or the Supreme Court of 
the States, or, in the case of a mortgage 
in which the principal sum does not ex- 
ceed 22,000, a County Court, or a Dis- 


procedure pro- 


trict Court, or a local Court consisting of - 


-@ special or stipendiary magistrate. Pro- 
vision is made, as will be seen, for the, 
extension of a mortgage to a date to be 

. fixed by order of the Court. 

_ Mr. Ropezrs.—Is not the result that, 


if application be made before the 30th | 


June, 1919, a mortgage can be extended 
for a further twelve months? 3 
Mr. GROOM.—So long as the appli- 
cation is made not less than one month 
before the preseribed date for repayment, 
the Court has power to extend the time 
for repayment. In Committee I shall ask 
feave to make an amendment of a draft- 
ing character in the proviso to clause 4 
paragraph 3 of the Bill, so as to re 
move any possible impression that we are 
seeking power to extend the period for a 
= aeagee term than is the intention of the 
ill. : 
~ It.-Colonel Azssorr.—Does it not ap- 
pear that from August, 1919, to June, 
1920, all mortgages might be called up 
subject to the right of appeal? Might 
that not lead to financial embarrass- 
ment? | | 
_ Mr. GROOM.—Although the period 
may appear short, we have to remember 
the long period in which mortgages have 
been held up. Oe: 
_ It.-Colonel Asnort.—I am speaking in 


view of war loans and the strenuous state - 


Of the money market. 


“2, Mr. GROOM.—That is not the veiw. 


of the Treasury officials, 
_ It-Colonel Ansorr, — There is a@ 
_ general impression outside to that effect. 
~ Mr. GROOM.—TIt has to be remem- 
_bered that notification was given last 
June. | ) ; 
_. Mr, Ricwarp Foster.—There are two 
sides to the question. é. 





Mr GROOM—There 


known that mortgages might 


that they are all going to be te 


































have tried to keep them in ‘ev 
fairest way. Since June last 


up, though it does not follow, 


We are now providing for indivi 
in which hardship might arise. 
Now I come to the War Preea 
regulations as applied to the activ 
moratorium.. These are deal 
Part 3. of the Bill, ‘and consist 
regulations set forth in the 
schedule. The clauses in this 
the Bill seek to keep in exister 
regulations so far as they relate 
gages or agreements for the pureh: 
land. The active service mo 
regulations are to continue in foree 
as there are any mortgages or 4 
for the purehase of land to which the: 
lations apply. Regulation 3 in the se 
schedule sets out— ie ea 
Subject. to these regulations, the 
any payment of principal money 
a mortgage (legal or equitable) ‘of 
tracted by a member or the female d 
of a member before the date on w 
became a member of the Forces, or b 
Ist June, 1916, whichever last happ 
hereby postponed, so that such payn 
fall due upon the expiration of six m 
after‘the cessation of the present state 
as declared by the Governor-Genera 
mation, or upon the expiration of s 
aiter the discharge of the memb 
_Forees, or his death before dischar 
- ever last happens. a3 3 
Honorable members will admit that 
is just treatment. - a 
Li.-Colonel. Assorr.—It only gr 
months, cs oe 
Mr. GROOM.—But the mo 
been held up during the whol 
SUTVICe, 8 t, Pi 
 Jt.-Colonel Assorr.—It does 
a Man an opportunity to repatr 
self and settle down. ie 
Mr. GROOM.—It gives 
months after the war has eeased.” 
‘Mr. Jowerr.—lIt is not enough. © 
Mr. Roperrs.— Under the { 
moratorium the period may be 
to June, 1920, or twelve. mont 
wards, © 3 ae 
Mr. GROQM.—Only in certain cai 
hardship, where the mortgages fall ¢ 
certain dates. 2 Gees 










































osed ta mortgage? — ‘ ! 
~ Mr. ~GROOM.—In - such cases the 
eriod is extended under regulation 4, 
nd regulation 7 also provides for pay- 
ents by instalments. 


r, Sampson.—Has the Government 
ade any inquiry as to how far the 
ldiers might be relieved by transferring 
their liabilities to the States under the 
Soldiers’ Settlement Acts? 


rson shall, under a bill of sale, or writ 
execution, or other process issued by a 
rt, or by way of distress, or under the pro- 
ns of a hire purchase agreement made 
rior to the Ist June, 1916, or to the enlist- 
mt of a member of the Forces, ie 
pens, seize or take possession of— 
as any chattels which are used by any 
_ female dependant of that member 
of the Forces to support or assist. 
in supporting herself or any of 
~’ the family of the member; or 
(6) any furniture or wearing apparel 
belonging to any such member or 
_ female dependant. 
ulation 13 gives protection against 
ssue of writs and processes, and there 
9 provision to prevent the enforce- 
of unconscionable bargains. Regu- 
ition 17 enacts that there shall not, with- 
leave of 4 Court of summary jurisdic- 
ion, be any increase in the rent of a dwel- 
ing tenanted by a soldier or his depen- 
ts. It is proposed that all these 
of protection shall continue until 
y members of-the Australian Imperial 
ree are demobilized. Clause 5, sub- 
2, provides— | 
ject to the section, regulations 12 to 18 
lusive) of the War Precautions (Active 
vice Moratorium) Regulations shall con- 
me in force until all Expeditionary Forces 
rving outside of Australia at the commence- 
of this Act have been substantially de- 


ized, and shall, during such continuance, 
the force of law. 





ir 


y to the existing regulations. In 


r. GROOM.—We can only deal with 


bject of the Bill is to give the force 
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regard to the constitutional aspect, 
Sir Edward Mitchell, Mr. H. E. Starke, 
Professor Harrison Moore, Mr. Campbell, 
and I, as Acting Attorney-General, sup- 
plied a certificate that— ; 


We have carefully considered this Bill and 
are of opinion that it is-within the competence 


of this Parliament. — 
Mr. Adrian Knox, K.C., Professor 
Peden, and Mr. Hemsley, of Sydney, 
indorsed that certificate— | 

Subject to the proviso that the Bill becomes 


law before the termination of the war, so far 
as part 2 is concerned, 


Part 2 deals with general mortgages. 

Mr. McWirr1ams.—What is meant by 
the termination of the war? 

Mr. GROOM.-—The exchange of rati-- 
fications, according to counsel’s own tele- 
gram previously cited. The Government 


hope that the Bill will be passed as quickly 


as possible, in order to make secure the - 
protection which was given to our soldiérs 
and their dependants during the war. The 
regulations embodied in the Bill are the 
result of suggestions and criticisms from 
time to time, and represent what is cori- 
sidered to be fair and just treatment at 
the time they were made. a 

Mr. Sampson.—Will the Minister say 
how far the soldiers will be protected 
under the War Service Homes scheme? 

Mr, GROOM. — Thé War = Service 
Homes Act enables assistance to be granted 
by way of loan to a soldier to acquire 
a home; it permits him to borrow mone 
for a home to a, prescribed limit, and under 
it a mortgage can, in effect, be transferred 
to the Commissioner if he is satisfied with 
the security. But that scheme is quite 
apart from the purpose of this Bill. 

Mr. Maxwrti.—What is being done in 
regard to contracts of sale which provide 
for purchase by instalments ? ee 

Mr. GROOM.—Regulation 4 of the 
second schedule provides— - 

Subject to thesé Regulations, the time for 
any payment of purchase-money (whether the 
whole or an instalment thereof under an 
agreement for the purchase of land, entered 
into by & member or the female dependant of - 
a member before the date on which he became 
a member of the Forces or before the first day 
of January, 1916, whichever last happens, 
which payment has fallen due since the first 
day of May, One thousand nine hundred: and ° 
sixteen, or hereafter falls due, is hereby post- 
poned so as to fall due upon the expiration of 
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the per ‘iod of six months next after the day on 
which it fell due or would fall due if these 
Regulations had not been made or upon the 
expiration of six months after the cessation of 
the present state of war.as declared by the 
Governor-General by proclamation, or upon the 
expiration of six months after the discharge 
of the member of the Forces, or his death be- 
fore discharge, whichever last happens. 

And in regulation 7, provision is made 
for the postponement of subsequent in- 
stalments. 

Mr. Maxweiu.—The purchase money 
will not fall due in a lump sum? 

Mr. GROOM.—Not where the agree- 
ment is for payment by instalments. In 
that respect the active service moratorium 
is different from the general moratorium. 
The object is to allow the soldiers six 
months in which to pick up the period 
which they have lost, and then to continue 
their instalments in regular sequence. 

Mr. Jowrrt.—Every instalment is 
postponed ? 

Mr. GROOM.—Yes. 

Mr. Tupor.—How long does that pro- 
tection extend to returned soldiers ? 

Mr. GROOM.—tThe first instalment 


may be postponed for six months after. 


the termination of the war, and every 
sufbsequent instalment is correspondingly 
postponed. 

Mr. Tupor,—Then the operation of 
this Bill may extend over ten years? 

Mr. GROOM.—If the agreement en- 
ables it. 

Mr, Tupor.—I am glad we have the 
power to do that. 

Mr. GROOM.—I the original contract 
provided for instalments to be paid, say, 
over a period of five years, and the soldier 
had been on active service for two and a 
half years, the currency of the contract 
would be extended by his period of service 
and a further six months. This applies 
only to members of the Military Forees 
and their dependants. We are exercising 
legislative power in their behalf under 
the Defence powers of the Constitution. 

Mr. Tupor.—lIf a soldier has been dis- 


charged, will he lose the protection of 
this Bill? 
Mr. GROOM.—As regards mortgages 


and agreements to purchase, he has ex- 
tended . protection. In recommending 
the metion to honorable members, F ask 
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tection. ~ oR Te 


Bill, 





them to assist me in passing the Bil ab 
the earliest possible moment. | 
Mr, TUDOR (Yarra) [11.53]—I ‘om 
concerned mainly about Part 2 of the 
Bill, dealing with the active service mora- 
torium. Other honorable members may 
be more interested in the provisions relat- 
ing to general mortgages, but I am con-— 
cerned in the protection given to soldiers 


and their dependants. The Acting — 
Attorney-General (Mr. Groom) stated — 
that soldiers were protected against 
the raising of rents and ejectment — 
from rented premises. I hope that 


when- we give that ‘protection legisla- va 
tive form, it will be more effective than 
it was as a regulation under the War 
Precautions Act. Whilst I contend that 
Parliament should have been consulted 
more than it was in regard to the War — 
Precautions regulations, and whilst I 
spoke and voted against the extension of — 
them, I have never said that all those 
r egulations were bad. Some of them were 
good, and others could have been made 
better. But I do object to certain regu- 
Jations, which are still in operation to- 
day, when there is no longer any neces- .— 
sity for them, and we have no intimation “ 2 
from the Government as to when those — 
regulations will be withdrawn. I hope 
this Bill will give effective protection to 
soldiers and their dependants against the 
raising of rents and ejectment. ia 
Mr, Arcutpatp.—How can we protect ori 
them if they will not appeal? 5 ee 
- Mr. TUDOR.—They have appealed, as 
and have not received the necessary pron os a 








Mr. Groom.—I shall 4 be glad if the wie 
honorable member will furnish me pees sa. 
specific cases. Every case which was 
brought under my notice was dealt with nee, 
promptly. Ray | 

Mr. TUDOR.—Several years — ee ye 
elapsed since I brought the first er 
under the notice of the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes), and weeks passed before I ¥ 
received any reply. I placed the corre. 
spondence on record in Hansard twa “f 
years ago. If a landlord raised the rent — | 
it was of little avail for the tenant to ell a ; 
him that he was having the matter cor Nt 
sidered by the Attorney-General, TI re © 









































was: pele ence a football ich 
| the Saturday afternoon, and a com- 
unication was brought ‘to me that the 
mother of a deceased soldier had been 
» ordered to vacate the house she was rent- 
- ing by the following Monday morning. 





_ General’s Department, and the officers 
considerately expedited the matter. In 
meantime I advised the woman not to 
ve from the house. Eventually the 
ence Department dealt with the case, 
: , although tpe rent was not raised, 
woman was advised by the officials 
1t she would avoid trouble if she shifted 
soon as possible. ‘That was the atti- 
of the Department in regard to many 
_ I am not sure how long this pro- 
‘will extend in regard to soldiers. 


= 


Groom.—Until demobilization. 


t soldier has been returned? 


_ Groom.—No. It extends until the 
istralian Imperial Force has been sub- 
ntially demobilized. Some _ soldiers 
‘remain i in England for two or three 


Vr, TUDOR. —I am mainly concerned 
1 the rents, because. I believe that 


y “electorate rent their houses on 


ance which was tendered before 
er-State Commission that rents are 
sing, and so is the cost of building. 
le contained 1 in the Inter-State Com- 
ssion’s report shows that to-day build- 
material alone costs more than labour 

nd material together ‘cost in 1914. 
like the breezy optimism of Colonel 
Walker, the Housing Commissioner, who 
s stated that he is not afraid ae the 
st ick Sombisey in Melbourne. He cannot 


got into touch with the. Attorney 


UDOR.—Does that mean until 


I hope ee will take advan- . 


oe bad tee to ae wie at. ek under- 
stand that he was an architect i in Queens- 
land. 


Mr. Groom.—He has a practical know- ‘ 
ledge of his work. 


Mr. TUDOR.—But not in the ig 
cities, where these Combines are opera- 
ting. The Inter-State Commission’s report ; 
teems with evidence against them. | If 
the Minister (Mr. Groom) says that this 
Parliament cannot control rents or pro- 
vide against Combines who operate to in- 
crease rents, it is only another evidence 
of how necessary it is for us to secure — 
from the people further powers which — 
will enable us to deal with these matters. — 
I hope that honorable members will not 
look at the Bill from a party stand- “point. 
I hope that they will not take up the atti- 
tude which was assumed some years ago 
by the present'Chief Justice of Victoria — 
(Sir William Irvine) when he said that, 
although he believed this Parliament. | 
should have certain powers, he was afraid 
to give them, because the Labour party 
were in office. He forgot that it is the 
people who elect the Parliament. The 
people who elect this Parliament should 
be asked to give it the power which is 
absolutely necessary to enable it to con- — 
trol many things in we its hands” ore 
tied to-day. 


The Bill is very much on the lines of — 
the Commercial Activities Bill. There 
are a few clauses, followed by page after 
page of closely pr ‘inted regulations, which 
form the main part of the measure. My 
advice to honorable members is to study 
the regulations well and see how they 
operate, because the clauses are of little — 
importance compared with them. I hope 
that the Bill will give a greater measure 
of relief to soldiers and their dependants, 
particularly in the matter of safeguard-_ 
ing their interests | in regard to the Pay, 
ment of rent. 


Mr, McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [12. 4]. 
—This is the most important Bill the 
House will be called upon to consider 
during this session. I am afraid that the — 
Acting Attorney-General (Mr. Groom), — 
in introducing it, was misled by his 
officers, or misinterpreted their advice. 
It was manifestly absurd for him to say 
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that there were only £100,000,000 worth 


of mortgages on the properties of Aus- 


tralia. 


Mr. Groom.—What I said was that 


there was only that amount that could 
possibly be affected. 

~ Mr. McWILLIAMS.—The Minister’s 
explanation is still misleading, because 
the Bill will affect practically the whole 
of the mortgages of Australia. Accord- 
ing to regulation 13 of the first schedule 
of the Bill, all mortgages which were due 
to be repaid prior to the ist January, 
1915, will fall due during the present 
month. I have been to several legal 
gentlemen in Tasmania and Victoria, and 
they tell me that at least 90 per cent. of 
‘the mortgages of Australia will come 
under this provision and fall due this 
month, because an enormous percentage 
of them have only three years’ currency. 
The private wealth of Australia 1s 
£1,760,000,000. Mr. Knibbs says that 
the estimated value of land and improve- 
ments works out at £1,106,000,000. The 
Acting Attorney-General, in introducing 
the Bill, said that only £100,000,000 worth 
of mortgages would be affected; in other 
words, that only 10 per cent of the mort- 
gages on the properties of Australia would 
be affected. A child could tell him that 
such a statement was absurd. etait 


Mr. Groom.—The information supplied 
to me, and which I read to the House, was 
as follows :— , 

A space of time was thus obtained for deal- 
ing with a very large sum, estimated at as 
much as £100,000,000, a large portion of which 
could have been almost immediately called up. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—That is mani- 
festly ridiculous. 

Mr. Groom.—That 
opinion. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—This is a very 
important subject, and I have taken a 
great deal of trouble to work out my 
figures, because if we pass this measure 
there will be a financial avalanche over 
the property-owners of Australia, not 
only in the country districts, but also in 
the cities. May I say with all due hu- 
mility that it was I who induced the then 
Treasurer, Mr. Higgs) to introduce the 
‘moratorium. I saw people walking about 
Tasmania and Victoria who could not bor- 


is a matter of 
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been in force to-day, by this time | 
the people of Australia would have 
their homes. The position is worse 
because there has been an accumula 
From the very best. authorities I coul 
I have learned that the mortgages o 
capital value of Australia amount to 5€ 
per cent. Practically half the value : 
the whole of the land of Australia is 
Dr. Matoney.—That is, a very | 
rate estimate. nae 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—It is a low « 
mate, I think. ee 
Mr. Cuariton.—What is the p 
age of mortgages on properties owne 
soldiers ? eee 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Unfortune 
the percentage is so small_wthat — 
scarcely worth considering. If any he 
orable member will take under offer - 
properties, each valued at £20,000, ; 


at 6 per cent. in the city of Melbo 
he will not be able to do so. 

Mr. Pace.—He would be lucky 
could do so. a oe 

Mr. - McWILLIAMS. — Under 
moratorium no one can charge a h 
rate of interest than 6 per cent., and 
is quite enough to charge in. times 
this. a eS eee 

Mr. Pacr.—But the man who lend 
money does not think go. ae 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I am‘ here 1 
represent those who are obliged to t 
row money. So strongly do I feel on tk 
matter that I say there will be a fina 
avalanche in Australia if the Bill | 
in its present form. The State*G 
ments could legislate upon this qu 
but if we pass this measure they y 
be in a position to pass Bills 1 
better terms for their own people 
are included in the Commonwealth 
sure, because when State laws and Fe 


Mr. Groom.—The States can leg 
as they think fit. We do not proj 
come into conflict with them. % 

Mr. McWILLIAMS=If we pa 
Bill compelling people to pay up 
mortgages this month, can the 
pass laws extending the time? ~ 

a ves =, 






















































. to y by : a certain date. It 
ly atest that they cannot be com- 
led to pay before that date. 

E 4 r. McWILLIAMS.—If we pass the 
_ Bill, practically every mortgage falling 
ue on a particular date will be called o 
that date. 


Mr. Jowerr.—A great many will be 
alled “up. 
tS McWILLIAMS. —There are men 
| are» now being asked to pay 8 p 
and if we pass this Bill they will . 
sd to pay that rate. In some of the 
s the small land-owner, the man in 
1om I am interested, frag had a very 
| time during the last few: -years. In 
mania people have mortgaged their 
belongings 1 in order to pay interest, 
e everything they had in the world 
tting in their orchards. If this 
assed, they will be obliged~to go 
the roads. God help the man who 
he hands of some of the financial 
itutions to-day! I have had cases 
i2ht under my notice showing how 
eckless some money-lenders are in their 
how careless they are of the ruin 
ane So ae as Prag! can show good 


ceWILLIAMS.—1I am. speaking 
‘of them. ~I am confident that 
Bill is passed an enormous percent- 
the mortgages of Australia will be 
p. lf that happens, the money 
-found, no matter what rate of 
-is charged, or people must lose 
mes. The advisers of the Govern- 


ike. a flood. We fae have thie 
: ea disaster tet Australia 


S x to soe the schedule to see the 
3 of mortgages affected. 








ve not shown them the enormous © 






Re ee a cae 
iene! "Zina al ag ¥ 
“2 ae vt “3 wR tg rae ? 
‘ oe ka erg iy See ; . 
‘ he / wy, 
Weis 11198 


Mr, McWILLIAMS. —The schedule 
shows that all mortgages prior to 1915. 
are to be called up this month (August)... 

Mr. Pacu.—May be called up. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—If the ordinary 
money-lender can get 7 or 8 per cent., he 
will not allow a mortgage to run on at 6 
per. cent. 

Mr. West.—Is there not a provision 
that only 6 per cent. can be charged? _ 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Yes; 


wipe that out. Let us give the people -at 


least one year after the termination of the 


war. - We are not out of war conditions 


yet. 


rowed cheaper in Australia than in Eng- 
land to-day. 
means. 


big firms representing English capital. 
In all the capital cities that is the 
ease. There are only three or four 
ether sources: those are building socie- 
ties, Savings Banks, insurance offices, 


and trustees’ accounts. Beyond them the 


chief source has been English eapital. 


- More than 6 per cent. can be got to-day — 


for English capital. The Government of 
Victoria thought they made a good deal 


but we 


Mr, J. A. Norris, State Auditor-_ 
General, who has just come back from 
England, states that money can be bor- 


We all know what that 
An enormous percentage of the — 
mortgages in Australia are let out by 


when they borrowed £3,000,000 at 54 per 


cent. What is going to be the price of 
money here? 


: I look upon this proposal 
with fear and trembling, because we have — 


been damming this business up during the — 


whole time of the war, and at least 90 per 
cent. of the mortgages of Australia will ; 


fall due during this month. 


Mr. Brennan——What do you mean by 


“damming” up? 


Mr.. McWILLIAMS. S thideen c ae 
moratorium we have prevented anyone 
from calling i in mortgages. We are now 
removing that restriction, and nearly all 
these mortgages will fall due this month. 
The figures supplied to the Acting Attor- 
ney-General are absolutely misleading, 
although I do not say they are de- 
liberately so. | 


Mr. Groom.—TI place poate upon the 
Treasury officials. I know they are most 
careful and aces men. : 
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Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I am quoting 
Knibbs, who, on these matters, is the 
better authority. 

Mr. Groom.—There is no conflict be- 
tween them. Knibbs tells you what the 
capital wealth is. The Treasury officials 
will tell you of a certain amount that 
might have been called up on a certain 
date. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—The Minister’s 
information is that the amount called up 
will be about £100,000,000. 

Mr. Groom.—This is what I said— 


A space of time was thus obtained for 
dealing with a very large sum, estimated at 
as much as £100,000, 000, a large portion of 
which could have been almost immediately 
called up. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—That is grossly 
under-estimated. ‘ It only means a 10°per 
cent. mortgage on the capital value of 
Australia. Any fourth-form schoolboy 
can see the absurdity of that. Anzbbs is 
the best authority that we can apply to 
on these matters. 

Mr. Sampson.—He has only given us 
the total wealth. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—He has given 
us far more. He shows the value of our 
real estate and the bulk of the mortgages 
thereon will fall due this month if this 
Bill is passed. 

Sir Rosert Best.—What do you sug- 

est ? 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—That the term 
be extended until August, 1920. 

Sir Rosert Best.—Then you are mak- 
ing a doubtful power even more doubtful. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—If we can ex- 
tend it till 1919 we can extend it to 
1920. ; 

Sir Rosert Best.—There is a _ very 
considerable doubt on that point. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I asked. the 
the Acting Attorney-General the day 
before yesterday, in case there was any 
doubt of the constitutionality of this Bill, 
whether he would agree to apply to the 
States for their consent, which he could 


obtain immediately. In that way 
any doubt of the  constitutionality 
. of the Bill would be removed. I 


do not think that I have devoted 
so much time and attention to any- 
thing since I have been in politics as 
I have given to this matter, because I 


{[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


Bill. 


know the condition of the borrower to- 
The honorable member for Calare 


day. 
(Mr. Pigott) has told us that 50 per 
cent. of the graziers in the west of New 





South Wales have lost 50 per cent. of — 


their stock. I have shown to honorable 


members letters which I have received - 


showing the deadly fatality in the lake 
country in Tasmania. 


Owing to the 


absence of food the growers there were ~ 


not able to bring their sheep down, and - 
and 


have been losing three-quarters, 


some of them more, of their stock, which © 


had been snowed up. ~ It ‘will be cruel to 
foreclose on our people under existing cir- 


cumstances. I am told that they can appeal — 


to the Court, but what chance has a small 
man in taking an equity case against one 
of the big financial institutions ? We know 
it is hopeless. 


Sir Roserr Bresr.—Do you say it Hh ia 
hopeless to go to the Court in those cir- — 


cumstances ? 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Yes, consider- 
ing the financial position of the small 
dances say deliberately that it is better 


for him to sell out to the best advantage — 

than put the little bit he has left imta ~ 
law to fight a big financial imstitution, ” 
Y am absolutely certain that if we call 


up the whole-of these mortgages this 
month there will be 
disaster in 
ment will have to step in immediately, 

Dr. 
be a fool to it. 

Mr. 


| such a financial 
Australia that the Govern- 


McWILLIAMS.—I think so. I~ 


Matonry.—The land boom would oe 


am certain that the mortgages in Aus- — 


. tralia to-day will amount to £500,000,000. 
Sir Roserr’ Best.—This practically 
does not apply to mortgages executed ee 


since a, certain date in 1916. 


Mr, McWILLIAMS.—No one eee 
better than the honorable member that 


only a small percentage of mortgages 


have been entered into since 1915, be- : 
cause the great bulk of the people whose 
advan- Si 


mortgages were-falling due took 
tage of the moratorium. 


Mr. 


4 
“t 


Consipinz.—Does_ the nonoketees 


member propose to move to amend the : 


Bill in the direction he indicates? 

Mr. 
intend. to move 
in the first line of the table in regula 





McWILLIAMS.—Yes, I do. 1 
in Committee that Te 
























f the first schedule the date, 1919, 
Itered to 1920. That will give the 
rrower at least one year. 


fet will suffer no ah ae He is 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—tThat instance is 
he- case of the small widow who is 


dealintg ah any matter of this ne 
tis better for a few trustees, who are 
etting | 5 and 6 per cent. for their money, 
| keep the capital invested, and better 

a few people who can be counted on 
one’s fingers should be inconvenienced by 
poning the distribution of estates for 
her twelve months, than that desola- 
and disaster should be brought on 
eople of this country who have mort- 
as over . their oes 


tT urge the House as sets as I 
pp sibly can not to break this dam down 

Jdenly, and send this financial ava- 
che all over Australia. If no one else 
ae I gee the Government notice 


2 tening them. | 

; MALONEY (Melbourne) [12.28]. 
m sure the Acting Attorney- 
ak , Groom) will give full 
the weighty  state- 
“of ‘the honorable aS. 
| can (Mr. McWilliams). 

re ing now in a position wie 
can maintain the credit, and there- 
e the welfare, of Australia, or let it 
right down to the abyss, deeper than 
c edit of this State went during the 





The money - 


land boom, 
ber for Kooyong (Sir Robert Best) and 
myself had bitter experience. 


gold, than there is to-day in Australia. 
The boom prices were never _ really 
reached. Take the highest price that 
Melbourne saw for land—the site of the 
Equitable Building, at £2,000 per foot. 
That price will be exceeded in any city of 
the world of the same size as Melbourne, 


because in Europe and America, in the big — 


cities, land is sold by the square foot, and 
not by the foot frontage. In my own 
district alone I had a list of over 200 
families who had partially bought their 
homes and lost them. The honorable 
member for Kooyong knows how many 
reputed millionaires failed. Some of them 
paid only a small fraction of a penny in 
the £1, and some could not pay even 
that. 
sider this matter. I am not offering ad- 
verse criticism, because the question is 
outside party politics. We are trying to 
make Australia safe, and it is up to the 
Government, next to the awful necessity 
of fighting the late war, to keep the 


credit of the community high, so that the — 


majority will not suffer. If the mort- 
gages are called up an absolute crisis will 
be created. No man has put that more 
plainly than M. Hyndman, in his Com- 
mercial Crises of the Nineteenth Century. 
He shows that there is more or less of a 
boom every fifteen years. There is a 


boom at present in Australia; prices are 
advancing, not only for the necessaries of — 


life, but for houses and land. 
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of which. the Wonorakle mem- 


When the 
land boom broke there was more money — 
in the banks, and a larger percentage of 


I appeal to the Government to con-~ 


-- i 
Lee 
wae 


a Chad 


Mr. Pace.—I draw attention. to the | 


state of the House. [Quorum formed. | 


-~Dr. MALONEY.—The question 1s of 
almost equal importance to the winning 
of the war. 
credit of a community must be main- 
tained, or somethmg worse than devasta- 
tion follows. In a telegram from Hobart, 
published in the Age this morning, the 
following appeared:—  - 


On Thursday Parliament adjourned till 23rd 
September. 


sition are to frame legislation to deal i the 
high cost of living. The Premier stated that 
he ‘‘ did not care a fig’’ for precedents or 
party divisions when the life-blood -of the 
people was at stake. 


Wars come and go, but the | 


During the recess Ministers and — 
the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Oppo- 


: . . ; “3 e ee | ae 
~ hy eat 
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“That is the most statesmanlike utterance 


T have heard since the war commenced. 


I draw the attention of the Acting At- 


_torney-General to it, because I think it 


shows a way in which he can improve this. 
Never in the history of Australia 


Bill. 
has the life blood of the people been in 


greater danger than now. The cancer of 


civilized life is the money-lender. The 
Age to-day records a case of unconscion- 
able interest being charged. 
to hear the Minister say that there is a 


regulation to prevent unconscionable -in-~ 


terest, and if it applies to the general 
public, as well as soldiers, I shall welcome 
it all the more. If it does not, I shall 
have to tell the Minister that it is his 
duty to give the public the same protec- 
tion, because it is the public that pay for 
the soldiers, and for everything connected 
with the government of the country. In 
the case recorded this morning the interest 
charged was 325 per cent., and Judge 
Moule compelled the money-lender to take 
25 per cent. : 


Mr. Larrp Surra.—tThe fellow ought to 
get three years in gaol. 


Dr. MALONEY.—I agree with the 
honorable member, although the lender 
in this case was a woman. It would be 
well if we could insist on every name con- 


nected with money-lending establishments’ 
being put on the door, and on all money-.. 


lenders being licensed. 


Mr. Rrewarp Foester.—Have you not 
a law in Victoria restricting them to 10 
_ per cent?! ) 


Dr. MALONEY .—I wish we had a law 
to which both the honorable member and 
’ myself could agree. The calling up of all 
the mortgage money will mean the de- 
‘preciation of property of every kind. 
After the land boom, four-roomed cot- 
tages, with baths and other conveniences, 
that used to bring 16s. per week, were let 
for ls. per week. Some people were glad 


'- to let their houses to be taken care of. I 


have seen a brick house in one side street 
in North Melbourne, where one brick had 
been taken out. In a fortnight every 
_ brick had been removed, and the doors, 
wihdows, and even the roof had disap- 
- peared. I want the Government to in- 

sist now on 2 limitation of the interest 


° 
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1 was clad — for having brought in this moi 


3 munity, 


-each year. - That would extend th : 


is a very small sum to advar 
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cent. over what the State Banks 
Thus, if the State Savings Banks 
vancing at 6 per cent., let the 


willing to fight for their homes « 
chance. I give credit to the Ge 


because I am sure it was their 


and to keep up its” 
In Committee I shall most heartil 


able member for Franklin (Mr, | 
liams, has given notice. I hope thi 
Government will recognise the 
for refusing to allow a higher x 
7 per cent. to be charged for the 
of mortgages, under any circun 
whatever. Where mortgages can 
paid in full, I am of opinion tha 
per cent. of the principal be tende 
the mortgagor, the mortgagee sho 
the right to claim a reduction of his 
cipal only to the extent of 10 per 


over which mortgages would operat 
the mortgagors would be only too gla 
pay off their indebtedness whenever the 
could, Let me cite a case which 

within. my own personal kn 
Some friends, whom I had kx 
many years, were in difficulties 
mortgage was a small one, rep: 

approximately £300. To obtain ¢ 
newal of their mortgage I sugges 
they should agree to pay 6 ° 
which I deemed to be a reasonz 
of interest. The mortgagee was 
to be a trifle harsh, but when I m 
the moratorium, he quickly came 
Nevertheless that little home will 
assuredly be lost if the mortgage 1 
be paid in full almost immediate 


Dr. MALONEY.—If the lar 
perty within Australia be va 
£1,680,000,000, I think that £1 ),( 


such a security. We know 


a 

x i. 
yo mes 
we 
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that in America the gold reserve 
punts to about 4 per cent. of the paper 
surrency. But here in Australia, our 
Aste issue is backed by a gold reserve of 
33 percent. In other words, there are 
no notes in the world as safe as are our 
own Australian notes. I am exceedingly 
glad that to-day we have only one note 


ue throughout the Commonwealth. 


_well recolleet the honorable member 
Bourke (Mr. Anstey) affirming in this 


empower the Government of the day to 
do anything that they chose. Most hon- 


time, and I confess that I was 
ongst the number. But to-day we 
nnot question its accuracy. Why, there- 
_can we not make use of a Mora- 
rium Act to exercise control over such 
icles as bread, meat, sugar, and 
ing ? 

fr. Wust.—We have no power to do 


_ Dr. MALONEY.—If we pass a Mora- 
forium Act we may~do whatever we 
ase. We possess the requisite power, 
| the exercise of that power would be 
roved by the people outside, Whilst 
a member of this Chamber, I do not 
any representative of a country con- 
mey to misunderstand my ‘position 
one moment. I desire to see fair 
s fixed for the products of the pri- 
“producer. 1 have inquired as to 
“would be a fair price to pay the 
er for his wheat. I am informed 


Let use fix it at 4s. 6d. per 
a1, The thing can be easily estab- 
hed on a fair basis. Then let us go a 
e farther, and fix.a price for gristing 
% at the mill. In the excellent book 
which I quoted last evening, and a 
study of which I would again recom- 
nd to every honorable member—I 
fer to Mr. R. L. Wilkinson’s The 
wt Movement in. Australia—there is 
e very valuable information in regard 
to this matter. Under the heading of 
“Profits in Milling,” he says— 


Consideration of the relative prices of wheat 
“and flour will give an indication of the result 





veusr, 1919.)  —-Bill. 


mber that a Moratorium Act would . 


ble members doubted his statement at’ 
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from the operations ‘of pooling the output, 
through the operations of the association. 





Relative 


Price per | Price per Ton, | Prices of 
Year. Bushel, Flour. Wheat 
Wheat, to those of - 
Flour, 
Ratio. 
December, 1902 5s. 8d, £11 10s,, £12 4.1 2-33 - 
August, 1907 .. | 8s. 10d. £8 15s., £9 5s. 1- 5-8-9 
January, 1908 .. 4s. 3d. £9 15s., £10 1 : 3°86 
October, 1910 .. 8s: 10d. £9, £9 10s. 1:4 
3s. 6d. £8 10s. 1. 34°05 


January, 1915 .. 


The selling price of wheat to-day, I 
understand, is about 5s. per bushel, Let 
us give the miller a fair price for gristing 
his wheat, with the right to keep the 
offal—that is to say, the pollard and the 
bran. What is a fair price for gristing 
at the mill? felt, 

Mr. Lyncn.—About 10d. per bushel, 
but the miller doés not keep the pollard 
or the bran. Bae ee we 

Dr. MALONEY.—Fifty bushels of 
wheat, or approximately 3,000 Ibs., are 
required to produce 2,000 Ibs. of flour. 
At 10d. per bushel for gristing, this 
would represent, approximately, 42s. per 
ton. We might. allow the miller that 
price. Then, under the War Precautions 
Act, he would be compelled to sell his 
flour at a fixed price. If he refused to 
supply, at that fixed price, any baker 
who tendered his money, he should be 
promptly imprisoned. Lest honorable 
members think that I am too severe in 
this matter, I propose to quote a very — 
interesting statement contained in Mr. 
Wilkinson’s book in regard to a Mr. Page, 
a baker at Elsternwick. It reads— 

Mr. Page says that a strong ring or com- 
bine is responsible for the present high price 
of bread. The ruling price of bread in Elstern- 


wick is 7d. the 4-Ib. loaf. Mr. Page eharges 
6d., and states than an attempt is being made 


_by the joint action of the Master Bakers’ and 


Millers’ Associations to coerce him into rais- 
ing his rates into line with other bakers in the 
district. Mr. Page is not a member of the 
Master Bakers’ Association, and refused to 
adopt the increased price of bread that was 
declared in August last year. As soon as he 


_ had made it clear that he meant to stand by 


his own prices, he began to experience difficulty 
in obtaining flour from local millers. His 
orders were not point blank refused, but, on — 
one excuse or another, they were turned aside. 
This “boyeott” has now become so powerful 
that, according to Mr. Page, he cannot get 
fiour from any Melbourne miller, whether for 
eash or otherwise. Unable to get his flour in 


~ 
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Melbourne, Mr. Page next tried a large firm 
in Bendigo, but the “ boycott” had evidently 
been widely extended, and he was met with the 
same indefinite excuses. Mr. Page has, there- 


fore, been forced to get his flour direct from. 


the country. This, of course, entails a great 
deal of inconvenience. Despite all these dis- 
advantages, Mr. Page continues to supply bread 
at the price already mentioned. Indeed, he 
states, if people would’ come to the shop for 
their bread and save him the cost of delivery, 
he could supply it at 5d., with a perfectly satis- 
factory profit. 


Mr. Wilkinson continues— 


Officials of the Master Bakers’ Association 
deny that any arrangement exists which would 
cause the alleged boycott. 


We know that Government Departments 
are supplied with bread, under contract, 
for 53d. the 4b. loaf. Are honorable 
members aware that in some of the sub- 
urbs of Melbourne to-day people are being 
charged 9d. for the 4-lb. loaf? 

Mr. Jowznrr.—N inepeuce ? 

Dr. MALONEY.—Yes, and in some 
circumstances the price is as high as 10d., 
because 23d. is sometimes charged for the 
1-lb. loaf. There has been no increase 
in the wages of those engaged in the trade 
to justify such an increase in the price of 
bread. 

In my opinion, the most important 
means to maintain our credit is to limit 
the power of a mortgage. We exist upon 
credit. If a demand were made by some 
power that could control us for the pay- 
ment of our debts in gold we should be 
unable to comply with it. I am grateful 
to the Age newspaper for the protest it 
has made against profiteering. The Go- 
vernment must shoulder the blame of per- 
mitting it to continue. Unfortunately we 
are not able to punish them for doing so. 


Ministers disappear into private life, | 


_ whilst the effects of their evil deeds con- 
tinue. I do not suggest, for a moment, 
that they have done evil deliberately, but 
they have permitted evil to be done by a 
lack of thought or of wisdom. 

I indorse what was said by the Leader 
of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) about 
our soldiers. There is not one mem- 
ber of this House who will say 
that we should not do as much for 
the men who fought for us as the 
United States of America are doing 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


“could have been compelled to do differ- 


‘soldier could not have secured such 4. 
‘an insurance at a cost of sess ur 
we! Pana 


~ 


Bill. . 





for the American soldiers. We are, how- 
ever, not doing nearly as much for our 
men as America is doing for her soldiers. 
Jn this connexion it is my intention to — 
put a question on the notice-paper asking 
whether, in view of the fact that the Go- 
vernment of the United States of 
America have limited to 19s: 6d. the 
charge which any attorney or claim agent — 
may make for the preparation and execn- 
tion of the necessary papers for claims of _ 
dependants of soldiers, the Government 
will:take steps to protect the dependants ~ 
of our soldiers from the same class of 
agents and attorneys by limiting their 
charges to the same sum. I make this 
suggestion because I am aware that 
Paddy Hill, the man who organized wit-— 
nesses for the late Mr. Robert Harper, 
has been getting soldiers’ dependants to 
sign papers in blank so that he may grab ~ 
anything he can. The officers of the — 
Department have prevented him from 
robbing the people he was professing to -— 
serve. They gave me great assistance 
when I got upon his trail. This man did 
not dare go into Court, as he knew that if 
he did so the Judge would put him in the 
witness-box, and he would have been given 
earlier the sentence of three years and _ 
eight months which he afterwards served~ 
He has been trying to rob the wives and 
children of our soldiers, and he even in- _ 
duced a legal gentleman of high standing _~ 
in Melbourne to act for him when, bee 
cause he was known to the Department, it. 
did not suit him to appear in a matter” 
himself. We should limit the fee which 
may be charged by any person who takes pee 
up work of this kind on behalf of the de: 
pendants of soldiers as it has been limited ©” 
in the United States of America. je WOR ae 


ee er ae |S hk 


BE aS 


In the matter of the insurance of the oe 
lives of our soldiers, we have not done thine 
what we might have done. The Govern- 
ment are not solely to blame for this, bes 
cause, if Parliament had protested, they 
ently. A soldier or an officer might be 
insured in the United States of America _— 
up to £2,000 at a cost of 8 dollars, or 32s, Fee 
per 1,000 dollars. In Australia “a  ~ 


thr 












































rea the matter pe vice in- 
of soldiers, and if a soldier did 
p make an. application for insurance 
it Lin a certain number of weeks the Go- 


the case of an American soldier dying 
the Front, a fair amount of the £2,000 
= hich he is insured is given to his de- 
, and, after a term of years, the 
ivided perenee them. 


‘ ae to the usual one 

come this Bill, and if it could be 
ed, as suggested by the honorable 
er for Franklin (My. McWilliams), 
id welcome the clause. I should be 
more pleased if the Government 
introduce a Moratorium Bill affect- 
food, shelter, and clothing of the 


. Si we suspended from 12.58 to 2.15.. 
: ee: OWETT (Grampians) [2.15}-— 


Biigblize the seriousness of the present 
cial position and the urgent need 

some fresh action with regard 
) the moratorium, but I appeal to 
t : ernment to make the terms 
for payment more generous to the 
rrower, and I, therefore, feel that 
; words in season at this stage might 
pili te the passing of the Bil. I en- 
rely dissociate myself from any remarks 
in this House or elsewhere, de- 
ing what are known as_ the big 
ial institutions and the banks in 
exion with this matter. I have had a 
d considerable experience of bor- 
in this country, and I must say 
as far.as the primary producers are 
ned—and T am sorry my honorable 
id the honorable member for 





what I say—the man who has had 
we of the banks and the big 
ial institutions during the past 
enty or thirty years has been 3 in a very 
y ‘position. . With hardly an excep- 
n, these institutions have treated their 
ee, with generosity. I draw a 
clear line of distinction between 


Eas 


op (Mr. Page) is not here to con- ~ 


- banks and reputable financial institutions _ 
and that class of people better known to 


the world as money lenders. 

Mr. Livinesron.—Some of them are 
very good. 

“Mre JOW BLT —I Pile it ould be 
very difficult, indeed, for any man to 
emerge from transactions with the type 
of advertising money lender, to which I 
vefer, without being absolutely ruined. 
I indorse what has been said concerning 
the benefits of the moratorium during 
the past two or three years, but, following 
what the honorable member for Franklin 
(Mr. McWilliams) has said, I think 1 


is very undesirable that the whole of the 


overdue mortgages which have been ac- 
cumulating during the past few years 
should suddenly become liable to be 


called up. - I know the Minister will say — 
that the moratorium payments are to be — 
extended for a considerable period, but 1 


point out that, with the exception of re- 
payments to be made by returned soldiers, 
who, I gather from the Minister’s ex- 
planation, will have six months’ further 


grace, every penny of money borrowed on 


mortgages, and which has been affected 
by the moratorium, will have to be ee 
eleven months from to- day. - 


Mr. Rirny.—Do you think that term 


is long enough ? 
Mr. 


JOWRTT. —I do not; and I Bee 


appealing to the Minister for a more 


eenerous attitude towards the borrowers. 


Although the Government are in the pos: 
session of the highest financial advice, and 


I do not wish to make the slightest re-— 


flection on the ability, zeal, and fairness 


of the officers of the Treasury, who have, 


no doubt, given good advice in connexion 

with this matter. I feel that it would be 
wise to treat mortgagors with a little 
more consideration. 


Mr. Bamrorp.—Do you infer that. ‘ia 


lender is going to ne obdurate in this 
matter ? 


Mr. JOWETT.—1 think the sons bulk 
of the lenders, meaning, of course, the 


banks, financial -institutions, big insur- — 


ance companies, and large trustee com- 
panies, are controlled by fair-minded 
business men. 


Mr. Livineston.—Do you ‘include pri aS 


vate individuals? 
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“Mr. JOWETT—1 dealt T ‘did: eo 


I point out that under the Bill these 


institutions and trustees will be practi-  j 


cally compelled to call in loans on the 
date specified, and that this will inflict 


a very serious hardship upon large num-_ 
bers of borrowers, particularly those who 


have borrowed upon the security of coun- 
try lands, 

‘Mr. Boyp.—Why will they be com- 
pelled to call in the money ? 
- Mr. JOWETT.—I will give the honor- 
able member an instance. As the repre- 
sentative of a constituency consisting 
mainly of primary producers, I have been 
appealed to for advice and _ assistance. 
Two exceedingly hard-working  con- 
stituents of mine borrowed money from a 
private individual. He died, and the 
estate fell into the hands of trustees, who 
are calling upon the borrowers for repay- 
ment. I interviewed one of the trustees, 
and pointed out to him what an extreme 
hardship would be imposed upon these 
borrowers if they were compelled to pay 
as demanded. The trustee fully sym- 


pathized with the mortgagors, who are : 
absolutely the best type of citizen this 


eountry could have; but he = said, 
‘IT must press for this money, because 
one of the beneficiaries insists upon get- 
ting it. JI have no other course.’ 

Mr. Groom.—Does the honorable mem- 
ber know what is the position of that 
beneficiary? His position might be just 
as hard as that of the mortgagors. 

Mr. JOWETT.—He lives in England, 
has never been in Australia, and he asks 
for the money. 

Mr, Groom.—The Bill provides that 

such cases of hardship may be considered 
by the Court.- 
Mr. JOWETT.—That may be so, but 
there are very many other cases which, 
while they may not be quite so extreme, 
represent a distinct acre upon the 
borrowers. 

Mr. Groom.—The State, of course, can 
interfere in a matter of this kind only 
under very exceptional circumstances, 

_. Mr. JOWETT.—But the State has in- 
terfered already by passing the Mora- 
torium Act. That Act was not passed 
because it was war time, but because of 
the financial circumstances arising out 
of the war; and although the war is over, 


when the Moraeeen hee we 

Sir Roserr Bzsr.—As_ many 
mortgagees have found. 7 

Mr. JOWETT.—I will deal 
position also. 
the period of repayment be 
there will be just- as man % 


amongst mortgagors who, on ¢ 
~June next year, 
Bill, stand the risk of being dispe 
sit they do not meet their obligati 
that is not so, As a rule, the mo: 
mortgagee can suffer through | an ¢ 
sion of the term is a postponement 
repayment of his principal. He w 
hold the security, and receive his 
as heretofore, so, for all practical” 
poses, he will not be placed in a seri 
disadvantageous position, Bee 
Mr. Tupor.—Perhaps he ‘may wa: 
get better interest on his money. ae 
Mr. JOWETT.—I myself woul 
suggest that, 
lenders are very fair indeed, tho 
doubt, some of them want tog 9 
money. al om 
Mr. Maxwety.—The lender 
may be in a worse poenions th 
borrower. i 
Mr. JOWETT.—In my experien 
have not found that to beso. «= 
Mr. Friemine.—But there ae 
cases. = ae 
Mr. JOWETT. ear ninety-nine - 
out of 100 the lender whose morte 
extended cannot be in a worse - 


repaying. 
money market for a 
five years, but when the time for 


tion has totally changed, and that 
would practically be ruined if he 
immediately to find the money. 

Mr. Boyp.—What would Ae 
pened if no moratorium he 
_clared ? 


Mr. JOWETT.—I could noe 
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with the resulb that ‘the-'Gnancial- -_ 
skulkers will be able to . buy — 
them up, and, indeed, will be ~ 
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Groom.—It is not to cease sud- 
there is to be a sliding scale. . 

 JOWETT.—But the last penny 
be paid within the next eleven 
Groom.—The honorable member 
, forget that lenders have been 
eir money for a considerable 


. JOWETT.—I realize that; but 
3 in the vast majority of cases have 
seriously disadvantaged. On 
hand, if mortgagors are to be 
pon suddenly, as they will be 
this Bill, to repay the moneys bor- 
hey will run the risk of being dis- 
. I appeal to the Government 
ider this question. The Acting 
-General said this was a gene- 
RooM.—I said it was a just at- 
jo deal with the equities of both 


, but I appeal to the Minister to 
the Bill still more equitable by ex- 


final payment will not have to be made 
il at least twelve months later than the 
fixed in this Bill. | 
* LYNCH (Werriwa) [2.33].—-I do 
laim to be a fiwancial authority, but 
nowledge of the conditions obtaining, 
articularly amongst producers on 
nd, leads me to believe that this mea- 
fraught with great possibilities of 
‘to industry. I recently met a 
wner who is reputed to be well off, 
asked by him what the Govern- 
ended to do for men in his posi- 
e said, ‘‘I have some thousands 
s falling due under a mortgage 
property. I have been paying in- 
_ the rate of 5 per cent., and 
at I have had a very fair time. 
xious, however, to meet my obli- 
to my country by subscribing to 
loans, and I took advantage of 
erred payment system introduced 
6 Government. Unless men like 
are protected we shall be called 
resently to meet our obligations 
our mortgages, and will have to 
}: our war bonds to do so, 


OWETT.—I. think it is a just- 


1e periods for payments so that- 


anxious to do so, since they are exempt 
from taxation. We shall be absolutely 
ruined.’’ There are thousands who are 
in the same position as this man, and — 
some relief must be extended to them. — 
I do not think any computation, based - 


upon evidence furnished in normal times, 


as to the possible amount likely to be 
called up under mortgages affected by 
the moratorium, will be of much value. 
It is clear, however, that those who — 
occupy a strong financial position will be 
offered a very strong inducement to fore- 
close on mortgages, the income derived — 
from which is subject to State and 


Federal income tax, and to buy up war 


loan issues that are exempt from taxa- 
tion. ome 
Mr. Boyp.—Why did not these people 
pay off their mortgages instead of invest- 
ing in war loans? eee 
Mr. LYNCH.—They could not do so. 
Many men purchase a £20,000 or 
£30,000 mixed grazing and farming pro- — 
perty on terms, putting down a deposit — 
of only one-third of the purchase money. — 
They have to pay for such properties 
upon their present productive values, 
based on the high prices obtaining just 
now for wool and live stock, and the mo- 
ment any reduction occurs in the cost of 
living the values of such properties will 
be sympathetically affected. These men 
could have paid off some part of their 
mortgages, but they felt that there was — 
cast upon them the highly patriotic duty — 
of subscribing to our war loans, and, in 
order to do so, they raised further amounts 
on the seeurity of their lands. The posi- 
tion is most difficult. Although I do not 
agree with the stupendous estimate fur- _ 
nished by the honorable. member for ~ 
Franklin (Mr. MeWilliams), as to the 
amount affected by the moratorium, I] 
think he has pointed to one of the greatest 
dangers that ever threatened the security — 
of the people. Much evidence can be fur- 
nished, no doubt, to show that if the mora- 
torilum remains in force too long quite a 
number of people will suffer; but.on the 
principle of the greatest good to the — 
greatest number, and having regard to the - 
fiiiancial stability of the Commonwealth, 
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-every effort should be made to fur- 
ther extend the periods of repayment. 
~ We should, also, buttress the financial 
position of the country, either by measures 
capable of being passed under our consti- 
tutional Hawiiena: or, failing that, by 
State legislation. It is easy to say that itis 
more blessed to give than to receive, but, 
so far as I know, protsseronal pugilists 
are the only men who live up to that 
principle. We are all willing to give. 
away the advantages that “the other fel- 
low’’ possesses over us. I have been for 
many years a user of borrowed capital. I 
have paid off money borrowed only to incur 
fresh obligations, in order to increase 
production, and those who have mort- 
gaged the production of their holdings in 
order to assist in meeting the country’s 
obligations by subscribing to.the Common- 
wealth war loans should be safeguarded 
from imminent danger. The periods 
fixed by this Bill are not nearly sufficient. 
It is a question whether our powers 
admit of these extensions; but means 
- must be found, either by State or Federal 


action, to bring about what is lacking in_ 


this Bill. And I hope that such action 
will be taken; because a graver matter 
was never be bfecs Pashieent. 


Sir ROBERT BEST (Kooyong) F3, 41}. 
—There is not an honorable member of 
this Chamber who is not in full sympathy 
with cases of individual hardship likely 
t> result from a mortgagee pouncing too 
suddenly upon his mortgagor. It was felt 
at the time when these regulations were 
introduced, namely, in September, 1916, 
that the cond.tion of the money market, 
as the result of the war, was such that ‘it 
was necessary to afford some protection to 
the mortgagors as against relentless mort- 
gagees. .When I say “mortgagors” I 
include all persons hable to pay under the 
various contracts referred to in the regu- 
lations. The regulations met with the full 
sympathy of all; but, if honorable mem- 
bers think that the whole of the hard- 
ships are on one side, they are making 
a grievous error. These regulations 
caused much hardship, so far as certain 
mortgagees and others were concerned, 
who had lent money and had based their 
own obligations on the terms of the mort- 
gages. The volume of the cases whith 


[REPRESENTATIVES] 







ee 





will be affected hae ies grossly ieee - 
mated by. the honorable member for 
Franklin Me McWilliams) and others. 
Since September, 1916, mortgages and 
contradis uiieh hive Geen entered into, 
almost without exception, have provided om 
for the exemption of the noe es 
regulations. oy: 
“Mr. JowETrT.—Is that right? me 
Mr, McWi1tii1ams.—Do you say ‘that | 
that is good ? ae 
Sir ROBERT BEST.—1I say that it is ies 
the law, and was done in terms of the — 
regulations themselves. I am not reter- © 
ring to mortgages alone, but to all con- 
tracts of monetary obligation. Since the 
regulations themselves provided that as — 
we, were making our contracts, Raving 
regard to conditions as: the cy existed, Otis 
followed that every time a contract was ae 
aes into, both parties, by mutual ~ 
arrangement, had only to say that the 
horeeoruin reculations did not apply, _ 
and; accordingly, they did not apply. 
Lt.-Colonel Anzorr.—in most of these — 
cases Money could not have been raised a 
had not the mortgagor entered into such | Sas 
an agreement. poe 
Sir ROBERT BEST.—Of course, Ghee 
is so. Honorable members hardly realize 
the volume of these transactions © Re 
way of mortgage and other contfacts, ta “l 
in the meantime. It has been a pameae 
of prosperity. People have been able 
to meet their. obligations, speaking ra 
broadly and generally, notwithstanding 
war conditions. If we realize that these. a 
regulations affect practically only those’ 
cases where the monetary obligation” fell . 
due prior to September, 1916, it will be: 


ee. 
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appreciated that the total has been ee) 1, 


largely reduced. 

Mr. Roperrs.—And the regula do 
not affect all those cases. A 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—That is 80} Oe 
was only in certain circumstances that ade a 
vantage could be taken of the regulations. = 
While, of course, there is not an honor- 
able emer who is not anxious to. os 
prevent undue hardship being inflicted — at : 
on a mortgagor, I repeat that in those 4: 
cases to which the regulations are appli- on 
cable the parties under obligation have 
had extended to them the benefit of a 


period aleeedy amounting to nearly ae # 


rope 
































































Eerie: 1916, hey en 


t their obligations during a time of 
perity in Australia. 
be Jowrtt.—Soldiers have not had 


4 
Ry ownre.—i am. 


ROBERT BEST oF course, 
- always been suffering due to 





TS ate the F Real Parkationt: It is 
to suggest that this Bill, wherein the 
yvernment seek to do what is fair and 
onable,, is free from doubt as to its 
Rocaty he which has been 


is a ecdiaialy. and een in- 
i tal to the reasonable exercise of 


" Sli cows. —What about the Com- 
Activities Bill?. 


ROBERT BEST. — Yes; . He 


re Gaen —Speaking profession- 
: Ge course? 
. Groom ——The honorable member 
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: free to look around eres endeavout | 





| «Bill. 


Sir ROBERT BEST. While it is all 
very well to appeal to the Government, 
and to ask them why they should nat ex- 
tend these regulations for twelve months 
or two years, do honorable members 
realize that the further they extend the 
regulations the more they jeopardize the 
constitutionality of the Bill? 

Mr. Jownrr.—I do not see that. 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—I do not sup- 
pose that the honorable member does. A 
sliding scale has been adopted, and the 
High Court, whose duty it is to decide— 
it having been constituted for the pur- 
pose—as to the constitutional validity or 
otherwise of a measure, must have regard 
to the.reasonable exercise of power by the 
Legislature. We are doing something 
that, speaking generally, is abhorrent to 
English-speaking Parliaments and com- 
munities ; ; we are interfering with private 
contracts and obligations, “and the only 
justification for that lies in the abnormal 
conditions of the war. It is not within 


the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth — 


Parliament to exercise these powers in 
times of peace. The only pretence for 


power and jurisdiction to introduce a 


measure of this kind depends solely, 


strange to say, on what is the meaning of — 


“defence.” J am referring to that par- 
ticular paragraph relating to naval and 
military defence in section 51 of the Con- 


stitution, and the power there referred to. 
depends upon the widest possible inter- 


pretation of the meaning of the word. 
Apart from our powers under “ defence,” 
and but for our ability to show that the 
measure is incidental to the defence of 


‘the Commonwealth of Australia, we have 


no jurisdiction whatever. Honorable 
members will see from what I say that 
we are not exercising a specific and direct 
power given to us-by the Constitution. 


We are simply exercising a general power 


under a wide and generous interpretation 


of the defence provision of the Constitu- 


tion. These defence powers are plenary 
in character, and the Court has gone so 


far as to say that they can be widely in- 


terpreted, even to permitting, under the 


conditions of war, such a thing ag price- - 
fixing. As to price-fixing, for example, I 


do not think there is room for the slightest 
doubt that the Federal Government, or 


: ines 


¢ 
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Parliament has no power whatever to in- 
terfere or provide for if apart from de- 
fence. It is the exercise of a power incl- 
dental to a time of. war, and not to a time 
of peace, when it remains a matter solely 
within the powers of the State. I think 
IT have made it quite clear that if this 
Bill is to have any validity at all we must 
be able to convince the Court that 
itis a reasonable exercise of legislation 
ineidental to our powers of defence. If 
we, for instance, chose to extend these 
contracts for a period of five or six years 
or more, then the Court would have the 
right to say, and undoubtedly would say, 
that it was not a reasonable exercise of 
our powers, and that, ther efore, the Bull 
was invalid. 

Mr. Consmprve.—Does that argument 
not apply equally to other infringements 
of the civil rights of the people? 

Sir ROBERT ‘BEST.—The honorable 
member will realize that we are governed 
by.a written Constitution, by the hard and 
fast lines of which we are rigidly bound. 
The extraordinary power we have exer- 
_cised for some time past, practically ab- 
sorbing the rights of the States, which 
are protected by the Constitution, could 
not have been exercised but for the ab- 
normal conditions of the. war, and it is 
the extraordinary breadth of the ee 
pretation given to the term “defence” 
the Constitution Act that ° gives ee 
power. Now the war. is over, and we 
have arrived at a period when we are not 
supposed to exercise any powers of the 
kind. The Government claim that this 
legislation immediately rises out of the 
conditions of the war, and is incidental to 
it, and that we have jurisdiction which 
otherwise we would not. 

Mr. Wzst.—Would the Court not ae 
a limitation on that view of yours? 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—I am pointing 
out. that the Court would distinctly put a 
limitation on our power to extend the 
moratorium. 
to the Government to do what is fair and 
just, I think that, in recommending this 
legislation, they have gone perilously near 
to the limit of their power and the power 
of Parliament. It is not a free exercise 
of power that we have in this connexion; 
it is the exercise of powers as we 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] 


OV er-estimate: but there is one important 


While appeals are made 


Bill, 


me .% 








think they exist; and only by straming 
the Constitution can we intr ¢.& Bill = 28: 
of the kind. When appeals are made by 
the honorable member for Franklin (Mh 
McWilliams) and the honorable membe - 
for Grampians (Mr. Jowett) ~ to nake 
substantial extensions of the moratorium, 
I do not think those gentlemen are acting —_ 
in the interest of those for whom they — 
speak; the more we advance in that « Be 
tion the more we are calculated to pa ae 
the Bill unreasonable, and, therefore, nob 
within the jurisdiction of Parliament, at 
Mr. SAMPSON (Wimmera) [2 56)— ‘ra 
The debate has been interesting, masmuch 
as it has shown up both sides of hear 
tion; but if we are to have any consider- 
able extension of the measure, it will have © 
the effect of compelling all those who hayes % 
existing mortgages to continue them ata 
fixed rate of interest, probably much ue ‘ 
lower than the ruling rate, while - Bie ie 
who have lent money on mortgage since — ae 
the beginning of the war Will be allowed — 
to charge what interest they like, ie 





to create a privileged class. If the Howes 
extends the operation of the measure for — 
a considerable time, we should use our 
powers to deal with the fixing of interest - . 
in all cases as a general principle. 7) 

The’ “hoborsble® mamten aie Franklin — 
(Mr. McWilliams) indicated to-day that — 
on the real estate or property of Aus-_ 
tralia there are mortgages to the extent — oe 
of £500,000,000. -That I think is an feet 














phase the honorable member did not deal 
with, and that is the amount of money 
lent ‘through banks in the form of over- 

draft, and by insurance companies and 
other financial institutions. I have | 
taken the trouble to get from Mr. Knibbs ~ 
a statement which shows that in advances 


vances in connexion with life and fire 4 in- 
surance companies, building societies, oi og 

the various savings banks, there is an : 
debtedness, most of it long-dated, of son 
thing like ‘£210, 000,000; and none of t . 5 
indebtedness would. the aan 10 2 
touch. If it is not constitutional to ex- 

tend these mortgages which would be es . 
blocked under the Bill, they might beex- 
tended. so as to give a little pin 2 
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t if. the ‘teat Geter Be ex- 
iy by twelve months, it would be 
ary to extend the rest, terminating 
2 end of about ten years. This would 
use great injustice to those who lent 
ey before the war, and would leave 
who had lent money during the war, 
are lending it now, free to charge 
what interest they liked. The House 
jould hesitate before setting up a privi- 
ged class in this way. 
aed Bill Mee sc cn ie table ‘af ib 
House for some time, but we have not 
Bh ad an | opportunity of dealing with it, 
Yhis isthe first intimation to the 
of Australia 
Groom.—No. 
SAMPSON. —It is the a real 
tion to the people of how far the 





y for them to settle their ac- 
If possible I should like to see 
| mister extend it until the next 
rvest, say, for six months, but only so 
: 2 e he Is eonstatetionally ‘able, accord- 


ro 


ets which have titan catered into. 
BRENNAN (Batman) [3.0].—I 
d with considerable interest to the 
osition of the constitutional side of 
question by the honorable member 
ooyong (Sir Robert Best), and, al- 
gh I thought he was out of harmony 
_ the views I laboriously put before 
Committee in connexion with the 


the distinction of being quite in 
@greement with him as to the powers of 

is Parliament in regard to that mea- 
and the one now before us. Our 
stitutional power to do this thing 
Ty rests upon the meaning of “‘ de- 
ce,”* and inevitably depends upon the 
stion whether, when this Bill is 
J in the Courts, it can be proved 
the necessities of defence justify an 
on pe erture from the literal mean- 
Of course I 
‘very natural sympathy with the 
put forward by some honorable 
bers that extended protection should 


“obligations, have borne the hard 
} of the war, and on whom pressure 
be suddenly brought to bear. But 


iPet 


show! ald ae honorable members to ap- 


to declare that contracts- 
since the moratorium shall. be expressly” 





Sched faely the trie eee of both 


parties to these contracts. It is not 
sufficiently recognised that the pro- 
posed extension can only apply _ to 


those who had incurred obligations. as 


mortgagors prior to the introduction of © 
the moratorium, and-I am surprised te 
find that. what is a commonplace’ with 
men engaged in business is very little 
understood by many honorable members, 
namely, that all mortgagees and all 
drawers of contracts of sale, with scarcely 
any exception, have been prudent enough 


excluded from its operations. It may be 


said that to that extent the moratorium ~ 


has been futile, but I think that 1s not se, 
for the reason that the object of a mora- 
torlum was to protect persons who had 
entered mto contracts in time of peace, 
and who could not reasonably have fore- 
seen the disaster that might result from 
the abnormal conditions arising from 

the war. It was not designed to pro- 
tect persons: who, in time of war, with 
actual war conditions before their eyes, 
embraced certain obligations, as we all 
do in the course of every-day existence. 
I think that 
move another misconception that exists. 
Tt must not be 


financially embarrassed person. Hf you 
can point out to me a business man who is 
possessed of a large backing of real estate, 


and you assure me that he is carrying - 


that estate unencumbered, my answer 
will be that he may be a business man, 
but he is a very poor financier, Every 
business man who has assets upon which 
he can raise money for the purpose of 
making money is keen enough to do so, 
and consequently it frequently happens 
that the mortgagor is much better off 
financially than the mortgagee. It hap- 
pens, too, that this moratorigm applies 


not alone to straight-out mortgages, but. 


also to contracts of sale, and to those 
persons who, having, it may be, only a 
small property, have contracted to sell 
it on terms. A matter-which must have - 
interested honorable members was made 


public when an application was made in — 
-the Court to obtain relief in regard are 


a contract which the Prime Minister (Mr. 
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entered into | 


it would be well to re-- 


supposed that every bor-- 
rower of money, every mortgagor, is a 
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Hughes) had entered into in respect of 
his own property. In that case the ven- 
dor was embarrassed by the fact that he 
was restrained from getting his purchase 
money while the moratorium operated. 
I mention that as an illustration of the 
fact that very often the person who is 
selling the house on terms is a poor man, 
or is in a small way of business, whereas 
the purchaser or mortgagor is a person 
of standing and substance, I ask the 
honorable member for Franklin (Mr. 
McWilliams) what is. to be specially 
gained by the amendment which he has 
foreshadowed to extend the operation of 
the moratorium for a year? I am not 
pledging myself to oppose the. amend- 
ment, because I do not think it will affect 
the public very much, one way or the 
other, but I ask him what gain he antici- 
pates from the proposed extension? It is 
very likely, I am sorry to say, that at the 
expiration of another year the financial 
crisis through which this country has to 
pass will be nearer its zenith than it is 
to-day, and the burden on the people will 
be heavier than it is. now. One would 
suppose that the persons who are to be 
affected by the ending of the moratorium 
were being suddenly faced with a crisis 
which they had no reason to expect, but 
surely everybody who got the benefit of 
the moratorium in 1916 has had sufficient 
prudence to realize that he knew not 
the day or hour when he might be called 
upon to face the termination of the pro- 
tection which the moratorium gave him. 
Therefore, one would suppose that, what- 
_ ever else he might. urge, he could not 

e that he had been taken by surprise. 
I would be the last to impose any hard- 
ship on a person who as a borrower of 
money found himself in the clutches of 
an unscrupulous lender. Thus I am in 
thorough sympathy with legislation passed 
by, the various States, and designed very 
much in conformity with the views 
of the honorable member for Melbourne 
(Dr. Maloney), who has on more than 
one occasion mentioned the matter, to 
prevent the imposition of usurious rates 
of interest on persons whose necessities 
drive them to borrow, generally small 
' sums of money, in most disadvantageous 
circumstances, and repay them under 
pressure with exorbitant interest. 

Mr, Brennan.,. 


~ But in 


_the consideration of this Bill - we choult: 


not entirely lose sight of the claims par- 
ticularly of those who are in a small way 
of business, and are dependent upon the 
repayment of money due to them—who- 
very often are dependent upon the mode- 
rate interest that comes to them from 
small investments—while at the same time 
protecting the general public from any-— 
thing in the nature of a sudden financial — 
change. I cannot for a moment think | 
that the:disaster which the 


predicts. can be brought about by the re- 


moval of the moratorium, I think the — — 
Bill applies only to those contracts entered = 


into prior to the establishment si ae 
moratorium. 


Mr. 
them, 
Mr. MoWriiiams.—Would they | not 


represent a very large percentage of all. 
existing mortgages? 


Mr. BRENNAN.—I should say they = 


would represent a comparatively small 
percentage. I was about to reply to the 
interjection of the honorable member for 
Wannon (Mr. Rodgers) that it does” not 
apply to all those mortgages that were 
existing at the time the moratorium came 
into force, for the very simple reason that 
a large proportion of those mortgages have 
in the course of business been liquidated — 


honorable — 
. member for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams) ~ 





Ropcers.—And not to all of aS 


by borrowers, who were only too anxious 


in many cases to get rid of the obligations — 
they were shouldering, and were paying 
them off by regular ‘fixed instalments ~ 


which they had no desire to evade or 


cease to pay. fe oS 


Mr. Roperrs.—Others were specifically 
denied the benefit of the moratorium by 


the very regulations themselves. = 


i 


Mr. BRENNAN.—In my own cet 


ence, which is a fairly varied one amongst _ 
small borrowers and lenders of moderate — 
means, I have found that the great 


majority of borrowers are those who are 


on oxtee i F 


buying small properties 
terms, and under mortgages which enable — 
them to pay off fixed amounts from” 
quarter to quarter or year to year. That © 
class of borrowers didenot seek to take the — 


benefit of a moratorium which postponed ee 
the day on which they had to rid them- 
but emir as fn 


selves of their obligations; 


the quarterly opportunity of reducing | 
their liabilities and making their Romer A. 
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) to Bee 
perfectly true that money is fetch- 
higher rate of interest to-day than 


equally true, also within my experi- 

hat some of the sub- 
al institutions there is no great 
0 call up well-settled investments 
e producing regular interest, even 
be at a moderate rate. 


- of interest in Victoria to- 


ithy math the tone ior the apes of 
morable member for Franklin (Mr. 
ams), . and would certainly be 
; a1 heartedly i in support of him if I be- 
at the consequences he predicts 
ome to pass, I think it is only fair 
we should judiciously consider both 
ihe 2 lea before recording a 


“y q Piterostine to issn to the views 
e by honorable members, and, 
ning to speeches from honor- 
members on either side whose 


oney 0 clients, the House can 1 fairly 
t ; their views as a fair illustration 


| Tha honorable Sige for 

Mr. Lynch) has drawn a pic- 
he awful chaos that would . pre- 
| the mortgages of the ‘ ‘eockie” 

















heat farmer peli a es on 
operty who has just had an excel- 
crop. Having for the moment a 
oney, which he does not know 


his 2 eee Fini goes to his 
’s fence, looks over it, and has 
ith the owner. He says, “ How 
do you want for your land?’ The 
man says, “I am not much of a 
but I will take £10 an acre.” The | 
n says, 





Poy taker eee 


raises another mortgage on it. 
Ne of the reasons why population is leay- . 


at the beginning of the war, but g the country districts and flocking to 


foWinLraMs.—What is the pre-. 





derived from his good crop, the first far- 
mer buys an extra block of land, and 


the city. The “ cockie” farmers are buy- 
ing up their neighbour’s properties. It 
ig’ ‘this process which keeps the farmers 
always in debt. Ii ever people have 
hed the opportunity of paying off exist- 
ing mortgages, the farmers have had it 
during the last’ few years. Prices have 
been reasonably good, in many cases ex- 
cellent crops have been obtained, and, as 
a class, the producers have been better off 
than they have ever been before. : 


T venture to say that a very large se 


centage of the mortgages existing before 
the moratorium came into force have 
been wiped out. The average mortgage 


runs for three years, and it will be three 
years next month since the moratorium 


regulations were gazetted. Many men 


who had mortgages at that time have been 


gradually paying them off. They have not 


taken advantage of the relief extended 


to them. On the other hand, there are 
many mortgages which will never be 


wiped out so long as men can borrow on — 


their property and utilize the money bor- 
rowed to better advantage. Why have a 
special Act. of Parliament to enable that 
class of man to make investments else- 


where, without meeting the obligation to 


If L could 


repay the money borrowed ? 


{urn over my stock at 10 per cent., [- 
would be a fool if I did not raise money ° 


on any property I owned and invest it 
in my busmess; but surely, when the 
obligation to repay that money fell due, 


it would be incumbent upon me to cur- : 


tail my business transactions and pay-it 
back. 
Mr. Marnews.—It places the other 
inan at a disadvantage if that is not done. 
Mr. BOYD.—Exactly. When the 
honorable member for Batman (Mr. 
Brennan) was speaking it came into my 


mind that lenders of money are a great 


deal worse off than many borrowers. It 


may seem strange, but it is an absolute 


fact. I know Wy kev aherarics under wills” 


“Tl give you £8 an« who have been living upon very small 
mabe other man says, “ All might, | 4 incomes from mortgages, and who, before a “ " 


That is” 


Thus, out of the re : | 


aS 


Sis 


. meet. 


more money 
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‘the war, were just able to make ne 


gages has not been increased. 

Mr. McWurttrams.—Do they not do 
anything. 

Mr. BO'YD.—No, they do not; and I 
know of persons so situated who are 
unable. to do: anything. They are 
~~ living on interest upon mortgages; and, 
that the honorable member may know 
their condition, I may tell him that they 
are not in receipt of an income suffi- 


ciently large to involve the payment of 


income tax. The increased cost of living 
has affected these people in the same way 
as the rest of the community. The return 
-from their investments has not gone up, 
and they are ‘in a worse position to-day 


than when the moratorium came into. 


existence. As legal members of~ the 
House know, there are thousands of such 
people in Australia, and if they could get 
their money in and be in a position to 
lend it again at the present market rate 
of interest, it would compensate them in 


“some way for the increased cost of living. 


At present they are absolutely being 
penalized. I agree with honorable mem- 


The interest rate on these mort- | 


tion of the War Precautions 


bers who have said that, as a rule, when _ 


a man borrows money he has a fair mar- 
gin of security to offer, or no one will 
dJend to him. I know that I ean borrow 
now than when I had 
nothing. A man can always regulate 
~ his’ business in such a way as to enable 
him to meet obligations of this kind when 
they fall due. The number of cases in 
which, owing to distressful circumstances 
such as those pictured by the honorable 
member for Werriwa (Mr. Lynch), this 
cannot’ be done, do not represent one 
in one thousand of the persons who have 


borrowed money upon mortgage. 


Mr. Lyncuw—What about investors 
in the war loan? 

Mr. BOYD.—I interjected, when the 
_ honorable member was speaking, that a 
man who had a mortgage falling due, and 
took advantage of the moratorium, had 
no‘right to invest money in a war loan. 
‘He should have paid off his mortgage, and 
let the mortgagee invest in the war loan. 

“Mr. McWiu1ams. — The honorable , 
jean tee advocated that people should be | 
_eompelled to invest in the war loans. 


thats had been entered a 









































to eae es: Wied Of aie 
bers in this corner. If- 


made a fuss about extending 


by the Commercial Activities E 
were the honorable members w 
this corner. They wanted to t 


Mr. BOYD iy: had none. — 
to wipe the whole thing clean ¢ 
were finished with the war, and 
we should get rid of the War P 
regulations and start afresh. — 
only to-day that I have exp: 
desire. I said last year that T 

that done. I believe that the Gover 
have been very generous in the 
they have given, and I trust they 
be influenced by the appeals ma: 

to. grant extensions rea the 
vided wey in the Bill. 





Sian of a tet fate 
the honorable member who h 
down. He described the typical 
as a man who is always buyin, 
neighbour’s land. I should judg 
the honorable member’s experienc 
primary producer is confined 1 

who have sold their land at a t 
have settled down in Henty, ar 
given up primary production. 
ing with the Commercial Activi 
the pee | 
ed 


war conditions. Those were for the n 
part contracts for a definite period. U 
the moratorium we are dealing w: 
plied contracts which for the n 
have not been fixed. The im 
tracts under the moratorium <¢ 
tinue until the conditions a 
the war have been dissipa 
seems clear to my mind. If. 


| introduced, is a valid Bill, 




















id for us to extend its operations for 
nother twelve months, because the con- 
tacts affected were not entered into for 
lve months or for any definite period. 
Mr. Warxins.—We should finish up 


work begun in war time. 


ions arose out of the war, and they 
. still operating. Until those condi- 
jons are dissipated this Bill should be 
tended to cover contracts affected 
some speakers have sug- 
some lenders are worse 
There Bay be a 


ve that 95 or 98 per fen: of those who 
orrow Money are in a worse position than 
ae those who lend it to them. We are 


ies obtained before 
dt is because of the war.. 


the war? 
fits 3s 

















th bast. way out of the difficulty would be 

} wipe out altogether the period of the 
‘and make these mortgages payable 
i years later than their due dates. 
at has appeared to me the best and 
rest way of overcoming the difficulty. 
o not oo that Monitors will be 


a hig 


ip will” arise under this Bill, and 
ask the Government to reconsider the 
on. If the cragsees Attorney-General 


* pect of the validity of this measure, 
lags strain it in favour of those who 


a testimonials to ane insurance 
mpanies, and other financial institu- 
. tions, but in my experience, and it is in 

the experience of the great majority of 
the community, I have never known a 


fl Aveusr, 1919.) 





Mr. LECKIE.—Exactly. Certain.con- 


' stitutionally extended. 


“its legality. 
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bank to advance money if it did not see 
that it would get it back, or if the bor- 
rower did not offer very good security. 
In that case I affirm that the primary 
producer occupies a worse position than 
does the business man in Melbourne. It 
very frequently happens that banks will 
make advances to successful business men, 
of whom they have had experience for 
years, without security, but the man on 
the land has always to put up security 
before he can obtain assistance from any 
of these financial institutions. Repre- 
senting as I do a country constituency, I 
am thoroughly assured that the great ma- - 
jority of our primary producers are not 
in the happy position described by the 
honorable member for Henty (Mr. 
Boyd )—the position of being able to 
buy their neighbour’s land, and to raise 
another. mortgage upon #, and I there- 
fore ask the Minister to be more sympa- 
thetic than he is apparently disposed to 
be, by extending a little more considera- 
tion to mortgagors under this Bill 


Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
[3.82|.—T'o me it appears peculiar that 
the scope of this measure cannot be con- 
As a layman, 
however, I am obliged to accept the dic- 
fum of the legal members of this Oham- 
ber. But it seems to me that there is a 
feeling amongst them that the High 
Court, knowing the circumstances of the 
case, may not rule against the validity of 
the Bill should its eonstitutionality be 
called into question, and also that the 
mortgagees interested under it are doing 
so well that they will not trouble to test 
My experience has taught 
me that under the moratorium regula- 
tions one set of landlords has been placed 
at a distinct disadvantage as against an- 
other set. In this connexion I may men- 
tion the case of a landlord who had sol- 
diers’ dependants in two of his houses. 
In 1915 he got rid of both of his tenants 
by paying them £14 in all. To one he 


‘gave £8, and to the other £6, to quit his 


houses. He made up that amount by 
means of increased rents in twenty-two 
weeks. So that really the moratorium — 
regulations proved a two-edged sword. 
What has been the position of soldiers’ 
Seen during thé past two years? 
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If they desired to obtain a house, the 'Bresult, the house ova to be ee 


moment a landlord learned that they 
were soldiers’ dependants he refused to 
let it to them. 
persons come to my place with complaints 
of this character. Instead of the mora- 
torium regulations proving a benefit to 
the soldiers’ dependants, they placed them 
under a very great disability. Why should 
the cunning landlord escape this dis- 
ability, whilst the landlord who wishes to 
do the fair thing is subjected to a disad- 
vantage? 


_ Dr. Matonry.—The decent landlords 
did not raise their rents during the war; 
whereas the indecent ones did, and I am 
sorry to say that the latter constituted 
the majority. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I quite agree with 
the honorable member. The indecent 
landlords extract as much rent from their 
tenants as they can I can point to one 
case in which a landlord had two similar 
houses adjoining each other. From one, 
which was let to soldiers’ dependants, he 
derived a rental of 11s. per week, whilst 
from the other, which was not let to sol- 
diers’ dependants” he collected 18s. per 
week. Since the moratorium regulations 
have been in operation I have had occa- 
sion to visit dozens of agents in my elec- 
torate for the purpose of explaining to 
them the effect of those regulations. I 
quite recognise that this Bill will extend 
beyond the period of demobilization. 
That is to say, it will cover a period when 
operations connected with the war have 
entirely ceased. My complaint is that 
in the meantime certain landlords will be 
able to impose their own sweet will upon 
the general body of the people, -while 
other landlords who deal with soldiers’ 
dependants will be subjected to injustice. 
I stress this phase of the question, not 
in the interests of the landlords, but in 
the interests of the returned soldiers and 
their dependants. I know of one man 
who went 
him his father, his wife, and four chil- 
dren. His father was not living with 
him at the time of his departure, but 
some time afterwards the poor man suf- 
fered a paralytic stroke, and the wife of 
the soldier took him into her home. As a 


[REPRESENTATIVES] _ 


T have had dozens of- 


to the Front leaving behind ~ 


«Bill. 





ciently large to accommodate thém all. 
i They tried’ to get another dwelling,” but 


everywhere met with a refusal. As soon ~ 





% 

cle? 
" 

’ 


Fas an agent to whom the woman applied : 


fora House discovered that she was the 4 
wife of a soldier on active service, he 
would refuse to accept her as a tenant. 


f 


Is it not possible to place all landlords 2 a 
in the same position under this Bill? eh y) 


“Mr. Groom. — It can apply only to. 
soldiers’ dependants. It cannot “poly 
generally. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—Then is there any 
possibility of compelling the © cunning 
landlord to accept soldiers’ dependants as. 
tenants, at the lower rentals which are 
paid by these people so as to even things 
up a bit? 

Myr. Groom.—Leave that matter to the 
Committee. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—\I Pee it is a 





peculiar question to put to the Minister, = 


but I get particulars of many of my con-— a 
stituents’ troubles, and the facts which i ee 
have placed before the House have come - 
under my motice. Under the Constits 
tion, differentiation between States and — 
States, or portions of States, or between 
individuals and other individuals, is sup- 
posed to be safeguarded against; but this ~ 


Bill will really affect the position of some 
landlords and tenants, and the longer this. 


position is tolerated the worse it will be 
for the soldier and his dependants, and 
the better for those landlords who do nt 
care how they treat their tenants. 
Lt.-Colonel ABBOTT (New Englan 
[3.43]—It seems to me that the eff 
of this Bill will be very far-reaching.” 
We have had the view from the city 
stand-point put by the honorable member 
for Henty (Mr. Boyd) and the hom 
able member for Kooyong (Sir Rob 
Best), and it is the duty of honora 
members yrepresenting outback cons 
tuencies to inform the House of the effect 
of this measure upon the primary 
ducers, including, of course, those 
who are battling against adverse condi 


tions brought about by drought. My com OG 


plaint is that the general terms in re- 


gard to the date of the falling in of the — 


mortgages is far too short. It Fees 
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m pagina eich was ¢ effective on 
n a Ist J es 1915, shall fall 


J of next year. 
. . Femina. —Unless some especial ar- 


clause providing that a mort- 





















‘if oe had ne agreed ‘to the con- 
they could not have obtained the 
ey. What is the financial position of 
alia? Money that ordinarily would 
been lent for developmental pur- 
es and the assistance of the primary 
“od cer has, of late years, been invested 


) another £25,000,000 will be asked 
o that the pockets - of the people 
e depleted to this extent within the 
w months. Let us assume, for the 
‘argument, that during the next 
1onths 75 per cent. of the people 























Pes to ee Blood ae Of a stone, and 
es 18 ifficult to see what ‘will happen to 
some eters in- June, 1920, when 


: ihe in eee, going to find 
ony. to lift rene mortgages, even 


es over one another in thousands 
et financial assistance. I admit that 
is power for the Court to grant re- 
in cases of hardship; but if, say, 


Brown ” is up against it on account 





-and there will be 50,000 “ Bill Browns” | 


ple ig in them, by express apres 


of drought or other adverse conditions— 


in the same position—every man who is 
an honest trader, or honest struggling 
farmer, and requires relief, will be 
obliged to go into Court and disclose the 
whole of his financial affairs. In other 
words, these men will have to go into 
the witness box, so to speak, and tell the 


people of Australia, “I am supposed to 


be in a pretty good financial position, 
but, as a matter of fact, I cannot pay 
20s.-in the £1 at present, so I must get - 
twelve or eighteen months’ extension of 
time in regard to my obligations, or I 
shall be compelled to go through the 
Bankruptey Court.” ° These men will 
practically have to placard to their 
friends and enemies throughout Australia 
the fact that they are up against it, and 
that the only escape financially is for 
them to get some relief by an extension 
of time, otherwise they: will be ‘“ down — 
and out.’ es 

Mr. McWrturams. That wae ruin a 
man’s credit all over Australia. 


Lt.-Colonel ABBOTT.—It would he 
worse than the publication of a bill of © 
sale in the Trade Gazette. I have 
particularly in mind the position of the — 
farmers who sent their sons to the war, 
and who, being deprived of their help, 
had to morteage their property in order to 
earry on. These boys have come back to 
find that in their absence the country has 
been visited by drought, and that, under 
this Bill, their par ents, are told by the Go- 
vernment, “You must pay off the amount — 
of your mortgages by June, 1920; but if 
you choose to bring all your business 
affairs before the Court you may obtain 
some consideration.” That is not a fair 
position. Special provision is made in 
this Bill in regard to returned soldiers; 
but it seems to me that they are not to be — 
allowed the extension of time provided for 
in the case of Ordinary individuals. 


‘Within six months after their discharge, 


or six months after the exchange of rati- — 
fications, they will have to meet “their obli- 
gations under mortgages or contracts for 
the purchase of land entered into by them _ 
before they went to the Front. After — 
four years of war, they return to find 


£ 
1) > ae ee ea 
ne 
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Australia in a rather bad way financially, 
and the nimble shilling exceedingly elu- 
sive; yet, six months after the declaration 
of Peace, they are to discharge these obli- 
gations. My reading of the Bill may be 
wrong, but it seems to me that returned 
soldiers are not given the right conferred 
upon ordinary individuals of goimg to the 
Court to secure redress in eases of hard- 
ship. If that point has been overlooked 
by the Government, we must see to it that 
returned soldiers are given the same con- 


sideration that is extended to ordinary ~ 


sivihans. I hope that the Government 
will not endeavour to impose on their sup- 
porters any hard-and-fast rule in regard 
to this measure. It is of such importance, 
and will be so far-reaching in its effeet, 
that the spirit of compromise should pre- 
vail. 
to adopt a give-and-take policy. I recog- 
hise that we have to consider the interests 
of the lender as well as the borrower. 
Mortgagees might perhaps be able to 
obtaim for their money 2 per cent. more 
than they are receiving under these pre- 
war mortgages, and to that extent they 
are making a sacrifice. As the honorable 
member for Henty, (Mr. Boyd). men- 
tioned, some of these men now find them- 


selves Rais to live within their incomes. 


But, while we ought to consider their in- 
terests, it 1s our bounden duty, as mem- 
bers of the National Parliament, to see 
that, by passing such a measure as this, 
we do not impose hardships on the great 
majority of the people who will be affected 
by it. I+-will be found that this Bill is 


likely to impose less hardship upon the. 


lenders than upon the borrowers, and that 
there are certain parts of this ‘Common- 
wealth where the sudden calling up of 
these moneys will result in untold misery 
to the people. We must take care not to 
embarrass the community as a whole, or to 
bring about financial chaos and should be 


prepared to allow such concessions as will 


enable every person who has entered into 
a monetary obligation, and who desires 
faithfully to discharge it, a reasonable 
time to do so. 

Question resolved in the afficmantives: 


Bill read a second time, and committed 
pro forma. 
Lt.-Colonel Abbott. 


(REPRESENTATIV KES. } Adjournment. 


Australian Imperial Foree on re 


The Government should be prepared . 









































ADI OURNMENT. 


RETURNED SOLDIERS _Baners—‘ 
ING’? WoRrkK—AUSTRALIAN . 
ESTABLISHMENTS -IN. BRITAIN 
Frxing — L&etrrercramMs — $2 
STRIKE—REPATRIATION FUND. ~ 


Motion (by Mr. Groom) pr 
That the House do now adjourn. 


Lt.-Colonel ABBOTT (New - 
[3.57]—I claim the indulgence 
House to draw the attention of the 
sistant Minister for Defence (Mr. W 
to a matter of the utmost importa 
returned soldiers. Every member of th 


to Australia is entitled to a | 
soldier’s badge, even if he left Au 
only a day before the armistice was sig 
Whether a man served in Mesopota 
France, or Belgium, or was only” 
transport, he is entitled to that ba 
Medical officers who were employed — 
transports, and did not even hear | 
fired, have the same right. oe Lec 
Corps officers who have been thr 
Fleurbaix, Passchendaele, and — 
fights, and have been under fire 
months and years, are issued only 
same badge as Army Medical Corps 
who have not been off a transpy 
Young Men’s Christian Associati 
workers, Red Cross, and. War-chest 
cials,...have been issued this. 
hadge. Whether it is right or — 
that they should receive the badge © 
point quite apart from my argum 
present. I have it on good aw 
that certain members of the Aus 
pay corps who went to England, 
Senatcr Pearce some months ago—that 
to say, after the Armistice had be 
signed—and who were not returned 1 1 
diers, have come back to Australia | i 
ing the past few weeks; and th 
have been issued the return 
dier’s brass badge. I shall quote fi: 
letter signed by the secretary — 
Sydney -branch of the Returned 
and Soldiers Imperial Bia of. 
tralia, as follows— 


I-am instructed by my State ex 
bring under your notice that the — 
badge is being issued to Senator Peare 
Corps, which left Australia with him af 
dps of the armistice Many of | the: 





aps. ving put in 
rvice at Horseferry-road. 
[he distinguishing mark of a returned sol- 
s the badge he wears, and it is felt by 
organization that to recognise as returned 
soldiers men who were indispensable during 
the war, but whose services were required for 
ree weeks’ employment at Horseferry-road, 
matter that should be discussed in the 


> 


















that is correct, I appeal to honor- 
. members to support. the returned sol- 
s, and to see that such a situation is 
way with. If it comes down to a 
of proportionate recognition of 
rendered, I do not say that some 
fF us may be as much entitled to wear 
, badge as many others who have been 
gugh the thick of the fray for four 
rs and more; but I stoutly assert that 
y party who left Australia after the 
ning of the Armistice has no right to 
le badge. y 
MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 
I desire to call attention to the 
f Australia’s military establishments 
itain to-day. The war is over, and 
assured that the last of our fighting 
m are on the way home. There were 
my men who held down fine little jobs 
‘England during the course of the war ; 
d, despite the earnest endeavours of 
s Monash and Griffiths, very little, 
hing, has been done to weed out 
stablishments, or, indeed, to close 
down at this stage. We have been 
than once informed that the estab-— 
nent at Horseferry-road was enor- 
, having regard to the amount of 
1 There were hundreds of men 
in, drawing captain’s and 

































their money.. We are given to 
ind that there is still much clear- 
sf Why cannot the 
x part of that be finalized in Aus- 
I do not believe that any money 
n the Commonwealth is wasted ; 
1 these extravagant establishments 
» Old Country which, during the 
7a, , had relatively little to do, must now 
ave vastly less to occupy their attention, 
should be wound up with despatch. 
men retained on such jobs should 
turned to Australia at the earliest 
le moment. A soldier who returned 
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"home two and a half 





WEIS ease ee wo SAO ae Bet AO 
— Adjournment. 

con ee be ay 4 
years ago told me 
that General Griffiths was doing his ut- 
most then to,reduce the staff at Horse- 
ferry-road. However, the men in the 
London dug-outs would not relinquish 
their jobs without a fight. They got to 
work, and even when some of them weré__ 
weeded out, the remainder got busy — 
enough, apparently, to prove that a full 
staff was still required. General Griffiths 
was able to do very little along the lines 
of his proposed reform. rey en? ceo 

Mr. Fireminc.—He was a good man, 
but he had'too many wasters around him. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—Exactly! Let us 
think for a moment of the enormous 
amount of money involved in the upkeep 
of the pay office. I believe that astound- 
Ing facts may yet be revealed in con- 
nexion with that establishment. At the 
present, however, we have heard nothing 
of it being cleared up, and its staff sent 
home. I do not blame the men for dig- 
ging themselves in; but the Government 
have no right to allow them to entrench 
themselves in England at the cost of the 
people here. 


A little while ago I referred to what 
is known as the central registry at Horse- _ 
ferry-road. That establishment carries a 
large staff of civil and military persons. 
I would like to know the numbers em- 
ployed there, and the cost of the estab- 
lishment. The dut:es seem to have com- 
prised merely the filing of letters and 
cablegrams; and the Horseferry-road tele- 
phone system, in which numbers of girls 
are employed, is also attached thereto. 
General Griffiths could never break down 
that extravagant establishment. Cannot 


- the Government supply definite informa- 


tion regarding the clearing up of the 
various establishments remaining in Eng- 
land ? | 

Mr. Fizmine.—aAustralia House could 
be thinned out a little, too. - : re 

Mr: MATHEWS.—That is quite pos- 
sible. The war is over, and our fighting. 
men are home or homeward bound. How 
long are these various costly establish- - 
ments to be retained? There must now 
be certain Departments at Horseferry- 
road which have been thrown into utter 
idleness. Why not bring the staffs back 
home quickly? It would even be better to 
pension them off here for a while than to — 


Oa eee 





~ return. 
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Adjournment. 


pay them to do nothing in England, 
where good Australian money is being 
spent. I was talking recently with a man 
who returned three weeks ago. He had 
been in the Army Service Corps, and 
“would like to get back to his job; but he 
explained that his*boss had hold of a good 
thing, and was taking care of it. 

Mr. Fremmnc.—The Army _ Service 
Corps is bound to be the last in com- 
mission. It has to do the cleaning up. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I quite understand 
that, but it is useless to keep an exten- 
sive establishment on the job of cleaning 
up when all the cleaning up has been 


done. Those men might as well be home 
to-day. 
Mr. WISE (Gippsland — Assistant 


‘Minister for Defence) [4.10].—It is 
very much to be regretted that these 
general charges should be made without 
any facts to back them up. I cannot be 
expected, at a moment’s notice, to say 
what the position at Horseferry-road is. 
The latest information possessed by the 
honorable member for Melbourne Ports 
(Mr. Mathews) must be from letters or 
from returned soldiers who left England 
a considerable time ago. jWe are now 
told that all soldiers, except those in the 
administrative depots, will have left by 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Maruews.—tThere -is nothing to 
administer now. 


Mr. WISE —I think the honorable 
member’s own common sense ought to 
teach him that there is much clearing-up 
work to do. JI am personally interested 
in one man employed in the demobiliza- 
tion office, and I know that both he and 
I are exceedingly anxious that he should 
return as soon as possible. It is safe to 
say that there is a great number of others 
in the same position, for these men have 
work here to which they are anxious to 
I have absolutely declined, in 
regard to a man I am interested in, to 
use the slightest influence to get him back. 
J will not even cable, although I could 
justify his return on the same grounds 
as those on which other students have 
been brought back. We shall not keep 
the heads of the administrative depots 
there when there is nothing for them to 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Adjournment. : 


who have been in battles prescribed \ 







do. I must say that we are very i 
eratified at the rapidity with which the 
demobilization has taken place. igin 
ally it was thought that the demobi iz 
tion would continue for eight or twelve 
months; but, as I have said) all but those 
in the administr ative depots will have 
left by to-morrow, and each depot aie 
closed as soon as its work is done. I am 
satisfied that all concerned are doi cane 
their utmost; at any rate, the Depart- 































ment in Melbourne will do what it oo Ags 
to’ expedite matters. 4 ee Se Sie 

As to the remarks of the hong oe 
member for New England (Lt.-Colonel ~~ 
Abbott), I may say there is a good deal 
of misapprehension with regard to the is, 
brass badge issued to returned soldiers. + 
I am informed that the brass bac Bent 
issued by the Department is merely an ee 


emblem to indicate that a soldier has pro-- a 
ceeded abroad in the Australian Imperial 
Force. It is given to all ranks who actu— 
ally left the last port of call in Australia, 
regardless of whether they actually go 
into a theatre of war, For instance,men  _ 
returned from Colombo, Egypt, and Eng- 
land, owing to medical unfitness, recelve — 
this emblem in the same manner as those. ra 
who have been fighting at Gallipoli, — ; 
France, or ‘Palestine. The war medals to- 
be issued later will indicate the servic 
the soldier concerned has done, and those 


receive clasps on such medals. The A 
tralian Imperial Force badge is mer 
a badge to wear in plain clothes to m 
cate that the wearer joined the Austra: 
lian Imperial Force, and. went abroad, 


the attempts made to belittle them. 
one who has knowledge of the w ng 
of this branch of the Defence Dep 

ment must realize that the oe 
these specially trained men Home 
closes the reason why the Department 




















dle fe to s settle up with all the retuned 


ot may say that many of 
but * ae 


+ ae 
pare returned. reuse 





















e may not be misunderstood. In 
or years, the war medals to be issued 
ill be the badges ene the service 


ce (Mr. ae has ner i. 
hat will prevent his replying to 
at I am about to say. The honorable 
entleman’s remarks would lead one to 
nk that amongst our men in England 
were none able to do clerical work; 


nt of “ addledon, ” as was proved by 
act that £60,000 was paid to a phan- 
regiment, In justice to the Assistant 
er, I must say that this did not 























est that the Inter-State Geter: 
- some other body, should make 
inquiry. Wheat and flour, for 
, furnish a good example; and I 
like the Government to have the 
ing inquiries made :— 


u What is the average quantity of wheat 
she to pres Ore one short ton of flour 


»w many Ibs. of water will one ton of 
@ ds and be converted into bread? 


3. How many lbs. ‘of bread will such mix- 
ture produce—. 
(a) in tin loaves, 
(6) in loaves free to expand, 
(c) in rolls? 
4, What time does it take to bake 
(a) tin loaves, 
-(0) loaves free to expand? 
(ce) 2-0z; rolls? 
What weight of dough is Bleed for, 2-Ib. « 
and 4-lb. loaves respectively — 
(a) tin loaves, 
(b) loaves free to expand? 
6. What is a fair price for gristing one ton ~ 
of flour? 
7. What ‘is a fair price for making and bak- 
ing-a ton of flour into bread? 


Mr. Groom.—On some of the points on 
which information is sought we have no 
experts; but I shall refer the question to 
the Customs Department. 


Dr. MALONEY. — That Depacenate 
might be able to furnish the information, 
though I fancy the Inter-State Commis- 
sion could clear up some of the points. ~ 
I hope that, if necessary, the Government 
will introduce another Bill, so that in the — 
event of a firm or Combine refusing to 
supply raw material, the offender shall 
be punished, not by fine, but by 1 imprison~ 
ment, Other countries are looking: into 
these matters, and it is time we woke up. 
It is time that something was done to 


protect those who are least able to de- 


fend themselves against the See aes 
demands of the profiteers. 


Mr. ATKINSON (Wilmot) [4. 20].— — 
The people of Tasmania have been ap- 
plying for some time to be allowed to use 
lettergrams as they are deprived of a 
regular mail service and telegrams are not 
a sufficiently elastic means of communi- 
cation. Hitherto the answer of the Post- 
master-General has been that ‘the request 
cannot be acceded to because it would in- 
volve a breach of that uniformity which 
must be observed in the treatment of the 
States. I desire to know whether that is 
the private opinion of the Postmaster- 
General or whether he has had legal ad- 
vice to that effect? The statement ap-— 
pears to me to be nothing but a quibble. 
i hope that some consideration will be 
shown to othe people of Tasmania, who are © 
shut offfrom communication with the 
mainland on account of the strike, in- 
fluenza, and other. causes. IL doubt very — 

Fay 
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‘much whether the etn 4 of this re- 


quested concession to Tasmania would tbe 
a breach of the un:formity which is re- 
ferred to in the Constitution. If it would 
not be a breach of the Constitution, there 
is no reason why these people should not 
be given special assistance in a time /of 
great distress and inconvenience. 


Mr. Guynn.—I do not think the Post- 
master-General meant that the obstacle 
was a constitutional one. 


Mr. 
must treat every State alike. 


Mr. Groom.—That is his 
equity. 

Mr. ATKINSON .—But no other State 
is in the same position as Tasmania. If. 
this concession would not be a breach. of 
the Constitution, the answer of the Post- 
master-General is a miserable subterfuge. 
The-communication between Tasmania 
and the mainland is most irregular, -and 
if_no better excuse can be offered for the 
refusal of the right to use lettergrams, 
more will be heard of this matter in the 
near future. 


Mr. SAMPSON (Wimmera) | 4.23].— 
Can the Acting Leader of the House give 
to honorable members the latest informa- 
tion in regard to the negotiations for the 
settlement of the seamen’s strike? It is 
rumoured to-day that a deadlock has been 
reached, and that the Government have 
refused to release Mr. Walsh from prison. 
The country are expecting from the Go- 
vernment a firm and definite announce- 
“ment in regard to the strike, and I hope 
that the Acting Leader of the House will 
clearly define the position of himself and 
his colleagues. 


Mr. MACKAY (lilley) [4.24]—I de- 
sire to refer to the repatriation fund that 
was instituted in the various States as a 
result of an official appeal in April, 1916. 
A total amount of £178,189 was collected, 
and vested in trustees for the Australian 
Soldiers’ Repatriation Fund 1916. Later, 
‘all such funds passed to the control of 
the Minister for Repatriation. The con- 
trol of that fund in Queensland was in 
the hands of the State War Council, the 
‘chairman of which has persistently re- 
fused to pay into the central fund the 
amount of £52,304 which has been col- 
lected in Queensland, because he main- 


(REPRES z 1 S : 


ATKINSON.—He said that he- 


-.~ Committees rather than that it sh 
sense. of 5 


Arata te to the Local Committees - 


“will benefit. 


- Cabinet. 



































was es BE Ee On cover ( 
have brought this matter under 
of the Repatriation Depar 
have referred to it in abe Ho 


a position to distribute, this mone 
some steps shoud be taken to mi 
amounts available to the Lo 
mittees throughout the State. — 
tr.butors would prefer that the 
should be made available to * 





paid into the Commonwealth 
It is interesting to note how the 
contributed in the different Sta 
pare on a population basis— — 


Population. “a 


New South Wales 1,879,949 ... 


Victoria 1,411,004 ... 
Queensland ,_=.... 688,532... 
South Australia ... 436,214 ... 
Western Australia 309,423 


203,177. 26 


Tasmania 


Total 2 
Having es to the fact 


are out of cneportian to oe ae. 
and as Tope uue is the responsi 


ee to ee the few people i in 
land to contribute more than the 
Spe share. The Ministers E 


are +6 fvared: by ee repa 
scheme, and if the money wer 


be very. much appreciated by th 
are do.ng the work, and the soldi 
I hope that Minist 

the chamber will refer this matte: t 


len), and bring it under the 
The amount at present h 
Queensland may be earning interes 
there is a dispute ages the State 


Rola be a gracious nis on the 
the Commonwealth Government - 
all the States on the same basis, an 
the nee over to the Local Cor mn 








erent from those issued to the 
nave. not been in the eee 
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work, that is, taking ak 


line, and Shieh returning for an- 
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mployments in the war, but 


, oo. France. i was told by the 





rk does not count as service in 
hope that the Assistant Min- 
Defence will see that the men 
po. in that hazardous em- 








- Attomey-Gneral 4. 30]. ihe ait 


oe b es That was one of the most. 


the ex.sting conditions these men 


uthorities in England that con- 


the Gay erament. at once deol 


Minister for Defence (Mr. Wise) will take 
a note of the matter mentioned by the 


honcrable’ member for Robertson (Mr. 


Hleming). Close attention has been. 


given to the subject to which the honor- 


able member for Liiley (Mr. 
has made reference. 


Mackay) | 
It has already been 


under Senator Millen’s notice, but there 


are several aspects of the question which 

present difficulties, particularly the de- — 
sirability of distributing the funds among | 
Local Committees. However, I shall call 

Senator Millen’s attention to it again. 
With regard to the rumour which the 
honorable member for Wimmera (Mr. © 
Sampson) has heard, these are the facts: 

Since the rejection by the seamen of the 
agreement approved by the Inter- State 
Conference, the only definite proposal 
submitted by the Seamen’s Union was 


one for the immediate release of Mr.. 


Walsh, which Senator Millen, acting for 
That. 
is the position to-day. 


Question resolved in the affirmative. 


House adjourned at 4.31 p.m. 
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